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Education is viewed as а potent tool 
to bring about the desired social change. 
Present day problems of our country 
demand secular, modern and scientific 
out look of its people. Social institutions 
need to be modernised in order to be in 
harmony with growing scientific and 
technological changes. 


Rural people are generally сопві- 
dered more traditional in their outlook 
and are likely to perpetuate some of the 
inherent social evils. These evils pose a 
definite danger to social equality, peace 
and progress. To do away with these 
social evils education has to play an 
instrumental role. 


The present volume explores the shift 
in the thinking of rural people, regard- 
ing various social institutions, expected 
to occur with the increased level of edu- 
cation. Caste, religion, marriage, family, 
status of women and village leadership 
are some of the aspects discussed here, 
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Introduction 


India is predominantly a rural country. About eighty 
per cent of her people live in rural areas, who earn their liveli- 
h ood through agriculture and agricultural labour. Their faiths, 
beliefs and pattern of living differ from their urban counterparts. 
(о а great extent. They are believed to be tradition bound, 
rigid, religious and caste-minded. The social life of these 
people is controlled by customs and mores. The rural folk 
Preserves and propogates all practices that come down to them. 
through traditions—social and cultural. 


The expanding education has brought about many advan- 
tages to its people. But at the same time, it has resulted іп: 
generating conflicts between old and new values. Rural 
community is undergoing great value change, which is. 
brought about by interplay of many factors. Education is. 
one of them. Changes which are produced are not 
all desirable. There are changes which are undesirable 
too. What is needed is the direction and speed of change, and 
usually ic is held that education gives direction and speed to 
social change. 


Recently, many studies have been undertaken to understand 
the changes being brought about by the developmental efforts 
of the government in rural areas. But it is somewhat strange 
to observe that economic and social change has resulted in 
dys functional consequences. For example, the rates of liti- 
gation, divorce, adultery, theft and murder have gone up by 
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69 per cent, than what it was in 1955 (Government of India 
report, 1981). Similarly, the role of unemployment is showing 
multiplicative behaviour ; caste tensions and religious conflicts 
have become more pronounced. The faith in leadership is 
undergoing a tremendous transition. The leadership pattern 
is going to be devoid of any value orientation. Ritz (1980) 
is perhaps correct when he says ‘before educating people the 
society must manage the avenues of its employment. Other- 
wise, education becomes a dangerous preposition’. It will be 
appropriate to give a brief description of life in rural India in 
general and Kumaon region in particular. 


Indian Rural Life 


Village studies in India have been carried out by many 
‘sociologists from time to time with differing interests and 
approaches. The general characteristics of village life in India 
as has been described by Sharma (1979) аге: there is intensity 
of primary and family relations in villages and importance of 
neighbourhood is high among them. Villagers live simple and 
economic life preserving the ancient culture of the community 
They keep high faith in religion and group feeling is dominant 
among them. The existence of joint family system is the 
important characteristic of village life in India. 


Caste factor is predominant in rural India. И has great 
‘influence over social, economic, political and Teligious life of 
villagers. High castes yield and exercise much power in day 
to day life than lower castes. With the advantage of science, 
technology and educational expansions, it has been our 
expectations that casteism and untouchability will be removed 
and society will attain the goal of social equality. 


Religion is another factor which is deeply rooted in the 
souls of rural people. The concept of religion not only 
deals with the type of prayers one offers to the particular 
God and Goddess one adorns but also unfold terms like: 
Pitra-lok, Prait-lok, Dev-lok, Vekunthadham, and also the 
concepts of Рар-рипуа, Swarg-narak, and Mokshya. Religious 
practices аге іп the forms of prayers, rituals and sacrifices, 
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which sometime differ within castes and sub-castes within 
religion. 


With regard to family organisation, the patriarchal joint 
family has been found to be the predominant family in rural 
India. The main characteristics of such family organization are: 

(i) greater homogenity; 

(ii) based on peasant house-holds; 

(iii) greater discipline and inter-dependence; 

(iv) dominance of family ego; 

(у) authority of father; 

(vi) closer participation in various activities; 

(vii) early marriage; 
(viii) family, unit of social responsibility, production and 

consumption; 

(ix) family, basis ої norms of society; 

(x) dominance of family cult and ancestral worship; 
(xi) its impress on political form; and 


(xii) dominance of traditions. 


All these characteristics of patriarchal family organization 
are found in families of Kumaon region. 


The status of women in urban areas has undergone a tre- 
mendous change because of education and political awareness, 
But rural women by and large retains the traditional identity. 
Some of the miserable aspects of women in rural India are— 
widowhood—status, economic-dependence, еагіу-таггіаре, 
low education, etc. Mohanti (1973) observed that women’s 
life in rural areas is stereotyped and dominated by dogmas. The 
situation in case of women in rural Kumaon is somewhat 
similar. 


One of the important aspects of village life is village polity. 
Sharma (1966) observed that ‘in ancient India every village was 
ап independent democracy, in Britisher’s rule they were made 
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lifeless. After independence ¢fforts are being made to restore 
the ancient level, but the intervention of government is increas- 
ing’. Mehta (1972) revealed that ‘emerging rural leadership is 
multiple type or diffused type, not specific type’. There are 
Panchayats functioning but the importance attached to them 
seems decreasing day by day. Most of the petty cases are now 
taken to law courts. The faith on ‘Panchs’ is not intense as 
before. Still, formal leadership appears to be institutionalised 
in such a manner that informal leadership is growing rare. 


As already pointed out rural people are rigid апа tradition- 
bound in their attitude and behaviour, which hampers their 
progress to keep pace with the changing time. The standard 
of living of rural people is much below than their urban 
counterparts. This is because the average income of rural 
inhabitants is lower than urban people. Desai (1959) opines 
that though income is the primary factor which determines the 
standard of life of social aggregate, yet there are other factors 
which influence it. In his words, Чо be sure, income may be 
chiefly responsible for the existence of the classes; but apart 
from material possessions, there are class norms and values 
dictated by tradition”. Thus standard of life is not merely 
determined by their economic position but also by their specific 
group outlook, temperament, taste, living habits and even 
behaviour. 


KUMAON REGION AT A GLANCE 


Geographical Location 


Kumaon division lies between north latitude 28°—14'—45'' 
and 30° —50°— 0" and east longitude 76°—6'—30" and 
80°—50'—15’’, with an estimated area of 8,000 sq. miles. It is 
bounded on the north by Tibet; on the east by Nepal, on the 
west by Garhwal and on the south by Tarai. The climate 
varies according to the elevation, from suffocating deadly 
suitriness of Bhabar to the perinnial snow of the Himalaya. 
At Almora in summer months thermometer reads about 
80°—:6° and at Nainital Кот 75°—82°. During coldest 
part of winter months Almora has an average of about 40° and 
Nainital about 32°. (Himalayan Gazeteer, 1973). 
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SOCIAL STRUCTURE 


Population 
The total population of Kumaon region is 23,85,705 (1981 
Census). The districtwise population is as below: 


TABLE 1 
Provisional Population (1981 Census) 


Percentage of Main Workers 


ко. Total Population to Total Population 
Districts ----------- -- ---------------------- 
1971 1981 1971 1981 
Pithoragarh 3,13,747 4,79,600 43.25 37.66 
Almora 7,50,038 7,72,994 36.65 29.22 
Nainital 7,90,080 11,13,111 33.53 31.88 
18,36,865 23,85,705 37 81 32.92 


The yearly population growth for Kumaon region is nearly 
2.9 per cent. There is decrease in percentage of main workers 
to total population by .5 per cent. 


Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Population 

The percentage distribution of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes in three districts of Kumaon region is given in 
Table 2. 


TABLE 2 


Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Population 
(1971 Census) 
Е ОИ E 


Districts Percentage of Scheduled Percentage of 
Castes Scheduled Tribes 
МИ TE НО ee ы ы шш шы 
Pithoragarh 212 4.9 
А1тога 19.2 02 
Nainital 17.9 6.7 


Bien ара с OO ON As 
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Scheduled castes population is nearly equally distributed 
but Scheduled Tribes population is minimum in district Almora 
and maximum in district Nainital. 


Religion-wise Distribution of Population 
The percentage population of different religious groups 
living in three districts of Kumaon region is as below: 
TABLE 3 
Percentage Distribution of Population According to Religion 


Districts Buddhists Christian Hindus Jains Muslims Sikhs 


Pithoragarh 01 421 99.37 N 133 .03 
Almora .02 415 99.24 N .51 .08 
Nainital 04 53 77.16 .04 13.25 8.97 

Total -023 .297 91.92 013 4.7 3.03 


In district Nainital there are considerable number of 
Sikhs and Muslims living as compared to other two districts. 


Density 

The density of population per sq. km. is 88 in Hills of 
Uttar Pradesh as compared to 346 for whole Uttar Pradesh 
(Statistical Diary, U.P., 1979). 


Rural Literacy 


The literacy figures of rural Kumaon are as below: 


TABLE 4 
Rural Literacy (1971 Census) 


SS т Он ПИ S 


Districts Total Male Female 
Pithoragarh 30.74 48.73 13.59 
Almora 25.90 43.68 9.89 
Nainital 27.44 37.30 15.19 


=____-_______---- Ты Еа 
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The lowest literacy among females is in Almora district and 
the highest literacy among males is in district Pithoragarh. 
These literacy figures in Kumaon districts are all higher than 
all U.P. rural literacy figure. The percentage literacy in rural 
U.P. (1981 Census, Provisional) is as below: 


Literacy in Rural U.P. =23.34 

Male literacy in Rural U.P. =35.40 

Female literacy in Rural О.Р. = 9.86 
Sex Ratio 


The number of females per 1,000 males in rural Kumaon 
as below: 


TABLE 5 
Sex Ratio (1971 Census) 


Districts Total Rural 


Pithoragarh 1,033 1,048 
Almora 1,077 1,110 
Nainital 798 805 


DE е ПРОС ЛЕ Р о 


Village Size 
The average village size in three districts of Kumaon region 
is as below: 
TABLE 6 
Village Size (1971 Census) 
МАТЧ о So e E ЛЕ er ee 


Districts Village Size 


Pithoragarh 196 жыды 
А1тога 199 
Nainital 347 


Е Е E а Еа ааг шы 


8 Education and Social Change 
The average village size in Nainital is the biggest and 
in Pithoragarh is the smallest. 


The distribution of big and small villages in Kumaon region 
is as below: 


TABLE 7 


Distribution of Villages According to Population 
(1971 Census) 


т т ыы 


Village Population No. of Villages 
Villages with Population less than 500 6,190 
Villages with Population 500—1,999 670 
Villages with Population 2,000—4,999 27 
Villages with Population 5,000 and above 2 

Total 6,859 


a ee ШЕ ант 


The maximum number of village (ie., 88.2 per cent) are 
having population less than 500. 


‘Caste Structure 


There are three Castes Prominantly found in any part of the 
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lower caste but never equalised with Thakurs. This category 
includes various sub-castes. Sanwal (1976) has traced the origin 
of castes (before Britisher’s conquest) from two main castes, і.е., 
Bith and Dom. He has presented the traditional hierarchy of 
castes in Kumaon as follows : 


Chauthani 


Bhal Baman ( 


гАзаї ог Thul Jat ( Pachbiri 


(i) Bith Thakur, Rajput 


( Краві pKhasi-Jimdar 


L Pitali Baman, Hali Baman, Khasi Baman 


(Khalait—Koli, Tamta, Lohar, Orh, Bhul, Pauri, 
ر‎ Barain, Sani, Chimari, Chanyal, 
(ii) Dom Hanki, Bakhari, etc. 


---------- Раз, Dholi, Damai, Ації 
( Mangkhani—Harkiya, Badi, Marasi, Nai, etc. 


Atkinson (1886) has mentioned mainly the following sub- 
«astes in Brahmins and Rajputs found іп Kumaon region: 


Brahmins—Pants, Pandes, Joshis, Tewaris, Upadhyays, 
Pathaks, Dugals, Bhatts, etc. 


Thakurs —Katuri, Rajwars, Raotellas, Bishts, Adhikaris, 
Boras, Mahars, Negis, Padyars, Panwar, Thu- 
kulis, Kairas, Bhandaris. 


Atkinson (1886) has classified Doms into four strata. 
Highest stratum includes Kolis, Tamtas, Lohar and Orh. Second 
Stratum includes Ruriyas, Chimaryas, Agaris, Pahris, Bhals. 
Third stratum includes ‘Chamar, Motchis, Bukhuriyas, Hand- 
kiyas and the lower most stratum includes Musician, Dancer, 
Aerobats, Badi, Hurkiya, Dholi, Dumjogi. But Sanwal (1976) 
‘reveal that present rural Dom consider themselves divided into 
three broad strata. The highest comprise of traditional 
artisan and menial occupation groups, the lowest is made up 
of the: old non-artisan groups and intermediate stratum 
consists of the traditional drummers. 
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The Kumaon and Garhwal regions are together called as 
Uttrakhand and has been declared under-developed areas of 
Uttar Pradesh. There has been special allocation of budgets 
for the developmental Programmes of this region. Separate 
Ministry (ї.е., Ministry of Hill Development) and Board (еб 
Hill Development Board) have been in Operation since few 
years back. 


For achieving the desired goal the Government’s efforts аге 
not sufficient. If development is to be brought about, change 
in the attitude of the People is necessary. They must be ready 
to accept the change and challenges. The readiness and equip- 
ment of people to catch the target setforth will ultimately 
decide the developmental pace of the region. Іп this study our 
focus is to Study the effects of education on rural life-pattern. 
The statement of the problem is as below : 


Statement of the Problem 
The topic of the present study is : 


“STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF EDUCATION UPON 
SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL PATTERN OF RURAL LIFE 
OF KUMAON REGION U.P”, 


TERMS DEFINED 
Education 


The term ‘education’ believed to be derived from the word 
"едисаге" which refers to bringing up of children, both physi- 
cally and mentally. Lynn Smith, T. has defined education ““а$ 
а process whereby the Socially approved part of the cultural 
heritage is transmitted from one generation to following one 


and whereby newly acquired knowledge is diffused among the 
members of society,” 


In the present day communities the educational institutions 
are entrusted with the task of imparting formal education to 
the younger members of the society. In present times the term 
education, therefore, refers to formal schooling. Іп present 
study also the term education has been taken to mean “formal. 
schooling”, 
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Socio-Psychological Pattern 


This term includes; (1) Socio-Psychological; and (ii) Pattern. 
The word Socio-psychological relates to the fields of Social 
Psychology. Social Psychology as the term suggests, is con- 
cerned with the study of societies, institutions, groups and the 
behaviours of individual. 


Lindesmith, Straus (1968) define the term as “it is concerned 
with the behaviour of psychological process of individual who 
occupy position in Social Structures, Organizations and groups. 
On the one hand, social psychology attempts at explaining be- 
haviour of individual as it is controlled, influenced or limited by 
the Social environment. On the other hand, it is concerned with 
the manner in which the behaviour of individual reacts upon, 
shapes, and alters Social structure and enters into the function- 
ing of groups”. Faris (1952) have explained Socio-psycholo- 
gical processes differentiating it with individual psychology. He 
observes that “Complex behaviour of daily life is not fully 
explained by an inventory of psychological system of man. Our 
deeds are not entirely determined from within. While a 
complete explanation of behaviour cannot omit a treatment of 
internal factors, the more valuable part of the account will 
come from a consideration of the influences of interaction in 
social processes”. Akolkar (1965) affirms that “the need for 
Social psychological knowledge is now realised in all areas of 
life, education is now recognised as Social process in as much 
as it involves interaction between pupil and teacher and pupil 
themselves who constitute a society of their own. Social 
psychology deals with the process of moulding of the individual 
and the process whereby һе becomes а real member of his 
group or groups”. The meaniog given by Lambart and 
Lambart (1964) to the Socio-psychological study is that it is an 
experimental study of individual in their social and cultural 
setting. Through training and experiences, he observes, the 
psychologist is encouraged to raise his sight from strictly 
psychological concerns to include in his perspective the social 
world that effects the behaviour of individuals and influences 
their mode of interaction. When a psychologist’s perspective 
is broadened to this extent, he comes to realise that psychologi- 
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cal processes must be examined in the light of the many social 
influences which contribute to the development and ultimate 
style of human personalities, 


Thus, the term socio-psychological refers here to the psycho- 
logical processes going on in individual under the influenceof 
social and cultural indices. These include social institutions, 
Organisations, groups, etc. 


Pattern 


The word ‘pattern’ has been described in Webster’s Third 
International Dictionary as a fully realised form; something 
regarded as normative example; a specimen offered as the 
sample of whole; a reliable sample of traits or other observable 
features characterising an individual, an established mode of 
behaviour or cluster of mental attitudes, beliefs and values 
held in соттоп by members of the group. 


In the context of this project, the last definition, i.e., “ап 
established mode of behaviour or cluster of mental attitudes, 
beliefs and values held in common by members of the group”, 
seems to be more accurately applicable. Hence for the present 
study, this definition in term of ‘pattern’ has been accepted. 


Rural Life 


Webster’s Third New ‘International Dictionary gives the 
meaning of rural living as living in country areas, engaged in 
agricultural Persuit, characterised by simplicity, lacking 
sophistication, characteristic of the people who live in the 
country; of, relating to, associated with, or typical of the 
country; of, relating to or constituting tenement іп land 
adapted and used for agricultural or pastoral purposes — 
opposed to urban. Funk апі Wagnall’s New Standard 
Dictionary of English Language gives the meaning of the 
word ‘rural’ as pertaining to the country, is distinguished from 
city or town, characteristic of, suited to or living in the country; 
pertaining to farming or agriculture. The term ‘life’ denotes— 
_ the course of existence; the course of Physical and mental 
experience that make up the existence of an individual, the 
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earthly state of human existence as distinguished from spiritual 
state after death; a way or manner of living. 


Thus the term ‘Rural Life’ denotes a life of simplicity lack- 
ing sophistication, engaged in agricultural persuits—directly or 
indirectly, i.e., dependent оп land for farming, pastoral 
tenancy or labour purposes and life which is different from 
town or city. These characteristics mark the rural life of 
Kumaon region and therefore, accepted as the explanation for 
the term rural life in this study. 


Theoretical Perspectives 
Education is an important factor influencing all sorts of 


changes that are taking place in socio-psychological pattern of 
village life and structure of village societies. 


It will be irrelevant to discuss the meaning, nature and 
effect of education in general, but can be specifically said that 
education із ап important factor which affects the cognitive 
aspects of the personality of an individual. The process of 
education helps іп inculcation of some new thought patterns 
and reshaping the old ones. It can, therefore, be said that 
educated person tends to have lesser traditional attitude as 
compared to an uneducated person. When the attitude of an 
educated person starts changing in order to give the place to 
the modern attitudes, the individua! is faced with the problem 
of maintaining a balance in his social life. 


In accordar се with dissonance and consonance theories of 
cognitive development (by Leon, 1957 and Heider, 1964) an 
individual attempts to bring about harmony and consistency 
in his attitudes regarding various social elements. In order to 
achieve this consistency the individual adds some new attitudes 
and also changes some of the existing ones. This process of 
attitudinal change is likely to affect the role performance and 
behaviour patterns of an individual. 


In this connection Redfield (1956) has aptly remarked about 
‘great tradition’ and ‘little tradition’. Не says, “іп а civilisa- 
tion there is ‘great tradition’ of reflective few and ‘little 
tradition’ of largely unreflective many. The ‘great tradition’ 
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is cultivated in schools and temples; and the ‘little tradition’ 
works itself out and keeps itself going in the lives of the un- 
lettered, in their village communities. The two traditions can 
be thought of two currents of thoughts and action, distinguish- 
able yet ever flowing into each other”, 


One of the agencies which helps in transmission of the 
‘great tradition’ to the village communities із the school. The 
education system is a factor which js exogenous to village 
communities as such, rather its shape is determined in tne 
urban areas. That is why education can be Tegarded as one of 
the factors which facilitates the interaction between ‘great’ and 
‘little’ traditions. This interaction between the two types of 
traditions has far reaching consequences іп the socio-psycholo- 
gical pattern of rural life. Changes due to this interaction are 
gradual and slow. Адат Curlie (1960) has rightly pointed out 
that “by introducing an element of market economy and large 
quantum of education, small and assimilable doses of change 
would feed into the community, which would break down the 
traditional procedures and attitudes of mind, although, the 
change will be gradual”. 


Need of the Study 


With the growth of scientific and technological knowledge 
in different fields of life, education is being viewed as an 
instrument of social and Psychological change. It is well 
accepted now that the level of Prosperity of a nation depends 
upon the level and quality of education imparted to its citizens. 
Perhaps, because of this, many studies are being undertaken to 
find out the relationship between education and economic 
development and education and growth of income, etc., likewise, 
a relationship is being established between education and vari- 
able like marital-adjustment, sociability, isolation, frustration, 
depression and political attitudes, etc, Jt indicates that modern 
thinkers accept education as an answer to all social, economic, 
political and psychological problems of the society. But in 
some areas it has been felt that education has disturbed the 
social and psychological balance of Society. A study of the 
effect of education upon the Socio- psychological pattern of 


hich is less exposed to 
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modern techniques of living, might give us reliable indicator of 
the effect of education. 


With the view explained above, the Kumaon region as a 
whole seems to be highly sensitive to education. The reasons 
may be many like, lack of adequate job opportunities, lack of 
Scientific, industrial and technical growth and lack of specialised 
education, The working population migrates from hills 
towards plains in search of job, The educated youth also 
migrates from villages towards towns and cities. Villages, thus, 
are left without younger and educated persons. The interaction 
betweeen educated younger generation and less-educated older 
generation is minimised. Thus, village communities remain 
Stagnant in many socio-psychological aspects, which come in the 
way of progress and modernisation of attitude of villagers, 
Thus, in this area where education has failed to give meaning- 
ful avenue to the educated persons the villages have become 
hot bed of all social evils. 


If the position as described above is correct then there is a 
great need of thorough exploration of entire situation, other- 
wise education may create social and psychological crisis of 
Such a proportion that it will not be possible to control its 
dysfunction in future. 


Objectives of the Study 


The present study intends to find out the extent of 
modernisation which has taken place in Kumaon villages and 
the role of education in this context. The term modernisation 
is taken to mean “the new way of doing things with the help of 
scientific principles and methods and man’s use of his rational 
powers for the control and modification of his physical and 
social environment. It involves rejecting inherited roles and 
taking new ones”. Тһе term modernisation is just opposite to 
traditional way which means “the way things have been done” 
(Cormack, 1961). 


In the case of traditional way of life the roles are clearly 
Prescribed and are usually inherited from the previous genera- 
tion. On the other hand, a departure from tradition means a 
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change from tradition to modern attitudes and taking up of the 
new roles. The major objectives of the present study are to 
find out: (a) the extent to which the attitudes of village people 
have been transformed from traditional to modern way, (5) the 
extent to which the shifting of roles has taken place, and (c) the 
extent of change in the social elements of the village communi- 
ties, which has taken place because of the influence of 


education. 


Indirectly the present study aims at finding out social and 
psychological changes which have been brought about by edu- 
cation. The aim behind locating the study in rural areas is 
simple that rural population is less affected, less exposed to 
‘exhibition effects’ of confusingly growing communication and 
mass media techniques, political and economic aspirations and 
transitory fads and fashions that so commonly impinge upon 
the population of urban areas. 


Significance of the Study 

Education has been one of the basic social force in forma- 
tion and reconstruction of any society, state or nation. Asa 
preventive and constructive measure for the forming of a 
desirable society, education becomes an essential concern for 
every citizen, because of its role in moulding the life of human 
beings in accordance with their abilities, age and aptitude. But 
it is not always certain that potential developed through 
education is utilised properly. When the vast masses of 
younger generation do not receive the suitable reward out of 
their educational attainment, they may look at the life from the 
another angle. Where from the beginning of moral degradation 
anti social activities, formation of negative attitude and 59 
approved behaviour may take its course, faith may demolish 
and blaspheme may arise. This can lead to a wider gap 
between the two sections of society, i.e., the older generation 
and the younger generation. 


This study may give us a clear picture of motivational 
dimensions of educated population, which might suggest th 
direction to be taken in the field of social planning and soci 1 
policy. It is just probable that it might explore the m і w 
some educational contents for rural areas. ма 
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The study gains its importance because there are various 
researches in man-power planning for national development 
where as there are very few researches on social and psycholo- 
gical planning. Adam Curlie (1960) after series of researches 
conducted by him in this area came to conclude that “under 
developed countries have over played the concept of manpower 
planning but failed to recognise the vital role played by Socio- 
psychological characteristics of different sector of population. 
Thus, it seems more urgent to understand the nature of their 
population than to manage their numbers. 


The present study also assumes significance in the context 
of rapid social change that is taking place in Indian villages. 
The importance of the process of social change need hardly be 
over emphasised. Social change is a phenomenon which is 
universal and of far reaching consequences. The importance of 
planned social change has been realised in the present study. 
Lester F. Ward was the first sociologist to have pointed out the 
significance of education і social change. Іп this connection 
he came forward with the concept of “Social telesis”, by which 
he meant “the control of the dynamic forces of nature and 
society through the adjustment of means to ends”. Не empha- 
sized the role of purposive factor in civilization. It is believed 
that social change if left to take its own course may lead to 
drastic ends. That is why emphasis is laid on planned social 
change. Because of the factor of cultural inertia, some aspects. 
of planned social change are hindered. To eradicate this. 
inertia а lot of efforts are required which can be exerted 
through education or propoganda. The significance of present 
study therefore, lies in finding out the extent to which present 
education has been instrumental in bringing about the desired’ 
social change and in which way it has failed to penetrate 
existing folkways and mores. 


R & D Implication 

After independence India is much concerned about 
community development programmes. Now the concept of 
integrated rural development and village development has gain- 
ed tempo in recent years. Block level and district level planning 
is getting priority in most of the states. Developmental aspects 
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аге inter disciplinary and demand all round progress. For 
attaining progress in different sectors the proper utilization of 
available know-how and implementation of modern techniques 
is necessary. Any scheme for betterment and development 
cannot be introduced and implemented properly without the 
full participation of villagers and their readiness to accept the 
changes introduced. The attitude of villagers is of utmost 
importance in introducing any change So is their faith, 
beliefs, preference, etc. Unless the nature of population under 
trial is known, any attempt big or small may go in vain. The 
present investigation may prove helpful and useful in planning 
for regional development. For example, the family planning 
programme can be introduced intensively if the people concern- 
ed are ready to accept the programme. If there is any cultural 
inertia or religious drive against the family planning 
techniques, all the efforts may go waste. Likewise, strong feel- 
ing can be created regarding abolishing dowery, child marriage, 
the treatment met to widow-hood, etc. There are various social 
evils to be washed out from the social arena for fuller and 
greater progress of the communities. Not only this, it is the 
essence of a nation to know about its people and know that 
people of particular culture know how to preserve their cultural 
heritage. If villagers, especially educated persons are not aware 
of these facts then it is a Sorry state of affairs. We will have to 
revise the whole educational sequence for the proper under- 
‘standing of the nature and the readiness to cope with the 
challenges of modern times. 


Dimensions of the Study 


A study of rural life is as vast a subject as to include every 
‘thing in it. The social life, the economic life, the political life, 
the religious life, the agricultural life, the spiritual life and so 
on and so forth. The coverage of socio: psychological pattern 
of rural life is so vast that it touches these above aspects of 
village life some where or the another. The present study has 
been confined to the variables pertaining to the few selected 
aspects of rural life, which are: 

(i) the family; 

(ii) the institution of marriage; 
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(iii) the factor of caste and untouchability; 
(iv) religion; 
(v) status of women; 

(vi) social participation; | 

(vii) village leadership pattern; 

(viii) life-style and friendship pattern; 

(ix) elements of morality; 
(x) social alienation; and 

(xi) need hierarchy. 


Chapter Scheme 
The study has been divided into five Chapters. The 
classification of Chapters is given as below. 


The introductory chapter, that is, the Chapter in hand, 
outlines the research problem, the introductory account of the 
area under investigation and enunciates the objectives, need and 


significance of the study. 

Тһе second chapter gives an account of the related litera- 
ture and hypotheses. 

The third chapter describes the methodology which has 
been utilised in the present study and the demographic details 
of the sample population. 

The fourth chapter deals with the analysis and interpre- 
tation of data. 

The fifth and the last chapter presents summary, conclu- 
sions and suggestions. 


2 


Related Literature/Hypothesis 


Related literature available with reference to the effects of 
education on different aspects of rural life has been presented 
below. The review of literature has been carried out in three 
parts, i.e., work dons in developed countries, developing count- 
ries and India. The methodology used in different research pro- 
jects in different countries will help to broaden the perspectives. 
for procedural make-up, and at the same time the results achiev- 
ed by different research workers at different times could be 
compared, 


A. Studies Related to Developed Countries 


Social scientists have attempted to understand and analyse 
the гоје Of education in bringing about the change, and deve. 
lopment in various social institutions. There is considerable 
work available in developed countries dealing with the effect of 
education on the life patterns of villagers. 


Developed countries have с 
of school upon the pupils’ 
equal emphasis has been Іа 
education. 


Oncentrated mostly on the effect 
modernity and life Style. The 
id on economic returns of school 


The impact of formal educ: 
has been shown by Lerner (195 
Youtz (1971), Inkless (1973), 
show a definite positive relati 
modernity among students. 


ation on attitudinal modernity 
3), Dreeban (1963), Armer and 
Smith (1974). These studies 
onship of school education and 
Havigharst (1958), Cook and 
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Cook (1967), Laucer (1975), McDonell (1978) reveal positive 
relationship between educational attainments and mobility 
streams. Educational expansion in Brazil and U.S.A. show 
upward mobility, while Australia and Britain have shown 
downward mobility (Havigharst, 1958). Laucer (1975) found 
that education is significantly and positively associated with 
occupational mobility. Occupationaly high mobile group were 
religiously high mobile. In developed countries education has 
been closely associated with great economic returns. Cormack 
(1961) revealed that New Yorkers have become more enterpris- 
ing through education. The finding is confirmed by the studies 
of Gerstle and Purrucci (1964), Fatherman (1971), Aso and 
Amano (1972), Samshul (1975), Psacharopoulos (1977) and 
Griffin and Alaxander (1978). Fatherman (1971) revealed that 
the most important variable in explaining the differential socio- 
economic achievement of the religio-ethnic sub-groups was 
education, after the variations due to the handicaps and benefits 
of social origin have been removed statistically. Aso Amano 
(1972), Samshul (1975) revealed that education has brought 
about amazing change in Japan. The infusion of elementary 
education improved the quality of Japanese people, modernised 
their attitude and enabled them to participate successfully in 
modern economic activities. It has further been revealed that 
simple literacy has increased the productivity of labour by 30 
per cent. The productivity of persons having had 4 years 
schooling exceeds that of illiterate persons by 43 per cent, with 
higher secondary education it exceeds 108 per cent and with 
higher education by 300 per cent. Psacharopoulos (1977) has 
confirmed these studies in U.K. 


With regard to effects of education upon various social 
institutions, the results indicate modernising trends. 

Havigharst (1972) revealed that educated prefer small family 
size and nuclear families. Among women too the preference 
for family size is related to the level of education. Timothy 
(1972) revealed that regarding abortion, religion and education 
were strongest explanatory variables, however, they have oppo- 
site effects. Education increases tolerance while faith in religion 
decreases this tolerance. Helana (1973) finds that as a result 
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of higher education, women are more likely to experience 
and undertake identity reformation in marriage and widow- 
hood. 


Cook and Cook (1967 , Baniel and Victor (1973), Jackson 
(1973) and Marlene (1974) reveal the relationship of education 
with beliefs and prejudices. It has been found that declining 
religious faith and moral conviction were deeply associated with 
the higher education, The relationship between education and 
prejudice is also found to be negative. Education is supposed 
to reduce racial differences. But researches in this field reveal 
that differences have not been eliminated altogether but reduced 
to a great extent with schooling education (Sear and John, 
1970). Burnwisk (1970) examined the attitude of Blacks 
and Whites on outlook of life, international tolerance, attitude 
towards advocacy of violence. Та each of these areas differences 
were found because of age and education. 


Participation in various social, political, cultural and educa- 
tive activities is correlated with the level of education and type 
of education. Groffimann, Karl, Schimilke, Fortenbach and 
Knirsch (1976) found that unconventional students were more 
participative than standard diploma holders. Delecki (1976) 
revealed that retirees with higher level of former education were 
more participative. Participation of women in public pro- 
grammes is directly related with their age, income and educa- 
tion (Cotherman 1977), Similar findings have been reported 
by Russel (1963), Laymann and Segal (1971), Helena (1974), 
Hirso (1978). 


Role of education in moulding morality patterns have been 
described by Durkheim (1961). Cook and Cook (1967), Kay 
(1975) and others. Durkheim describes morality basically a 
discipline... which depends more and more on knowledge 
Others describe that home and school have greater role in 
moulding morality patterns, School factors are essentially 
environmental, which tends to subscribe middle class norms 
Most schools are dysfunctional, the fact repeatedly affirmed Б 
anti-school writers. Maier and Lavrakas (1976) indicated that 
explanatory variables for lying behaviour are religiosity, perso- 

nal morality and educational background. Curnham (1978) 
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revealed that illegitimacy decreased sharply among women with 
high school education. 

Literature available in developed countries with regards to 
needs and need hierarchy is as such very vast. But, there is not 
much literature available to show the relationship between 
the levels of education and need patterns. Maslow (1954) 
suggested that motives among themselves are in hierarchy from 
most biological needs to the needs of self actualisation. Kay 
and associates (1950) found that under favourable conditions. 
higher level needs typically become dominant. Morris (1914); 
has revealed significant differences in psychological needs to 
home-makers and career home-maker women. But Bachman and 
O’Matley (1974) found that school attainments have no direct 
impact оп self-esteem. Paul, Roy and Elsie (1976) revealed 
that urban environment foster greater need for achievement 
and independence including greater need for hetro-sexuality 
than rural environment. But Goins (1978), Nash (1978) reveal- 
ed that educational level has nothing to do with self actualising 
measures. 


B Literature Related to Developing Countries 

Most of the developing countries view education as а 
radical agent for social transformation and social progress. 
The modernising sequence and mobility streams are significantly 
associated with educational expansion. The most striking 
feature of developing countries із the migration of educated 


persons from villages. 


Some colonial states do not view education as radical agent 
for social transformation and social change. They prepare 
young generation first to deal with outsiders. 


The literature related to developing countries has been 
presented in the following manner. 


The effect of colonial education system on Indonesian 
Society has been studied by Kroef (1954). He revealed that 
very small number of Indonesians got opportunity to be gra- 
duated from the western secondary schools and various colleges. 
But this education had been the western type of education 
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which permanently alienated them from their traditional en- 
vironment. It is doubtful that education given to landed 
Masses in peoples-school and agricultural extension courses 
equipped them for a better life in their rural surroundings. 

Rubat (1963) on social mobility in Czekoslovakia revealed 
that education makes the only viable channel to upward mobi- 
lity. However, the education system discourages working 
class youth from utilising the available Opportunities. 


Nash (1965) revealed that school has not been a radical 


agent of social change in Guetamala, is accounted for by two 
major factors : 


(1) poverty of the community and nation keeping away 


many children from more than 3 years of schooling, 
and 


(2) the national government is hasitant about how to 
incorporate Indians into the political society of Gueta- 
mala. 

Thus schools are not seen, nor used as catalysts of social 
change but are confined to transmission of elementary skills, 
some feelings of patriotism and some minor facts about history 
and geography. One strong index of the impact of school and 
factory on children is fouad in the occupational aspirations 
of school children. The generation difference of the effect of 
both education and political change are fairly and clearly 
marked. The older generation lost much influence, power and 
Tespect to the younger, more literate and less traditional 
members of the society, and this is all because of schooling. 


These findings are Supported by Portes (1974). Regarding 
Burmese Society auth 


valuable thing in the 
along with relatives, earn respect and honou 


ons 


1 cerns, it does not catch interest of 
villagers. 


Solomon (1965) revealed that in China Socialistic education 
18 опе of the powerful weapon for transforming the old and 
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building the new society... combination of education with 
productive labour means a fight with the old tradition that have 
persisted for thousands of years. 


Lerner (1966) on modernising the middle east, explains 
the role education has played. Literacy is the basic skill 
to underride the whole modernising sequence. Some effects of 
education in different countries of Middle Bast are discussed as 
follows. 


In Lebnane people having recieved higher education prefer 
to go to U.S.A. and Europe and people with comparatively 
low education prefer to go 10 Latin America and Arab coun- 
tries. Educated thus migrate for better job opportunities to 
other countries. He referred to the study conducted оу Тап- 
nous (1939) that higher education makes such misfits of rural 
youngesters that they lose contact with their rural community 
and environment and exercise little influence there. It has 
been noted that 30 out of 212 villagers who had been educated 
above high school, were still living in the villages and all 30 
were restive and unsatisfied. Again in 1950 the researcher 
revealed that education still weans away some young Lebnanes 
from their village culture. But now а days there are more 
rarely the independent youngmen, more often the dependent 
young women. Further it reads “older generation curses the 
‘younger generation’ and ‘world today’ for the generational 
conflict”. It has been noted that as one descends the scale 
from educated and better off professionals to illiterate and 
impoverished farmers, the group also became more homoge- 
nously rural and muslim. The group also make a close fit to 
our general typology of ‘modern’, ‘transitional’ and ‘traditional’. 
George (1972) in his study on Lebnane’s student found that 
superstitiousness decreases with increased education. Female 
were more superstitious than male. 


In Syria those who came under the sample of ‘modern’ are 
86 per cent men, 60 per cent under 30 years of age, 42 per ceut 
‘Christian as compared to 14 per cent Christians in the total 
sample. As elsewhere Syrian christians are more educated, 


modern and belong to higher socio-economic status than Sunni 
muslim majority. These modern people live with western life 
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Style in the manner of wealthy elite, their women go unveiled, 
those forced to live with peasants feel cut off from the civilised 
world. Educated are too ambitious and unable to adjust in the 
гига! environment. 


In Jordan the educated persons are more enterprisers and 
like to live in urban areas. An old illiterate Tinker (80 years 
old) is a man who look backward, remaining close to farmer 
mentality (Beduin). The Tinker shows that the large gap 
must be crossed to reach the typical enterpriser’s level of 
modernity, 

With reference to Iran, it has been pointed out that educated 
tend to be more interactive than poorly educated people. The 
relationship between high interaction and political extremism. 
exists regardless of educational level. 

Mead (1967) highlights the role education has played in 
Micronesia. It has been revealed that many Micronesians still 
Tegard the school not as an integrated part of their culture 
(which infact, has become), but as necessary only to train 
people to deal with outsiders. 


Bowles (1971) is of the view that rapid transformation of 
society іп revolutionary Cuba essentially involves education. 
Education 15 attempting to serve four major objectives of 
revolution : 

(1) economic growth ; 

(ii) escape from U.S.A.’s hegemony ; 

(йі) attainment of egalitarian society ; and 
(У) transformation of work into creative activity for new 
social man. 

Armer & Youtz (1971) explains the relationship between. 
formal Schooling and individual modernity in African society, 
The theoretical Preposition that formal western education. 


largely independent. The effects are found to be quite uniform. 
across different Categories of youth but variable across different. 
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categories of value orientations. There are also limited 
evidences that school curriculum may be important than 
the organisational aspects of school in shaping modern pers- 
pectives. 


David & David (1974) point out some evidence from Hong 
Kong ав: 


(1) young people in Hong Kong with some secondary 
education are relatively ‘modern’ than those without 
secondary education ; 


(2) people with higher education are relatively ‘modern’ 
than those without higher education ; and 


(3) educated exclusively in Anglo-Chinese schools are 
relatively ‘modern’ as compared to those educated 
exclusively in Chinese school. 


Inkles and Smith (1974) found out the correlation between 
education and modernisation for different countries, which is 
given below : 


Argentina — 159 
Chile — 251 
East Pakistan — M 
India — 11 
Israel — 44 
Nigeria — 152 


Typically, less than 10 per cent of men with least education 
were classified as modern, by contrast, of the men population 
whose education was highest in their country sample, some 80 
per cent or more were commonly rated modern. In between 
each step up the education ladder generally brought with it a 
fairly regular and substantial increment in the proportion of 
modern men. Moreover, this tendency was manifested in each 
country, Using the standard score the line reflecting the rela- 
tion of individual modernity to increasing education had a 
remarkably similar slope in all the six countries, despite the 
fact that the educational range in each country was quite 
different. Taken together, these findings indicate that education 
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was prime factor in deter mining the level of individual’s moder- 
nity. It was not Surprising to note that when influences of 
certain variables were controlled (most notably mass media) 
the strength of the correlation of education and modernity was 
brought down. When other early socialisation factors such as 
father’s education, rural origin and ethnity were simultaneously 
рагпаПей out education still produced the very respectable 
median correlation of .40. The finding regarding rural vs. 
urban origin revealed that urban Origin меге modern than the 
average man with rural background. In Argentina the urban 
rural comparisons were 5] per cent and 18 per cent respectively. 
In Chile results were identical, and in Nigeria 46 percent and 
33 рег cent respectively. Expressed as simple correlation the 
origin dichotomy to O.M. Scores was very strong in Argentina 
at .44 and in Chile at .41 but weaker in Nigeria, i.e., .14 which 
is still Statistically significant. 


C. Studies Related to Indian Society 


There are scores of researches describing the role of educa- 
tion in society and its impact there upon. These studies reveal 
that education has brought about amazing change in psycholo- 
gical, economic and politica] spheres of" rural society. But 
there are few research findings which show that education has 
done tremendous damage to social living. Still there are 


researches which maintain that education is silent over the 
Process of social change. 


Kothari Commission (1964-66) observed that “the way 


divisive tendencies, 
favouring rich at the cost of poor” Faure Report (1976) of 


even exaceribates and 
nherent in our society”. It further 
Says that “in our view there is close relation —simultaneous and 
delayed—between changes in the Socio-economic environment 
and structure and forms об action of education”. Saiyedain 
has put the things more beautifully describing education as 
maidan servant to Social change. Lewin (1974), Verstraetran 
(1975). Upreti (1975), Prem Kirpal ( 1977) maintain that educa- 
tion has helped in increasing the social distances. Lewin (1974) 
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argue that although most contemporary societies view education 
as most powerful tool of social change, school will always be 
used to produce society rather than to modify it. Verstraetran 
(197:) reveals that “education only helps to maintain even 
widen the gap between the rich and the poor; the opressor and 
the оргеззед”. Similar finding Баз been reported by Upreti 
(1975) sketching the role played by education in society since 
1917. He observes that education helped in elite formation, 
but, at the same time formed a group of sub elites within the 
particular caste. He reveals that “no doubt education has 
made many a breaches in historical order of things but it 
has widened the cleavage between sub-elite groups and general 
masses within castes and between castes. Prem Kirpal, (1977) 
expressed doubts about the success of education in leading the 
society without some religious drive. 


In developed countries most of the studies are concentrated 
on school effects on pupil’s modernity. But in India most 
studies are related to college effects on pupil’s modernity. 
Findings of these studies are at variance and do not lead to 
consistant conclusion. Cormack (1961), Shah (1964) reported 
that college students are under the influence of traditional 
values. Gore, Desai and Chitnis (1970), Malik Marguette (1974) 
advanced evidences suggestive of modern responses. Still there 
are others who conclude that the college serves primarily to 
reinforce rather than to change the beliefs of students (Sullivan 
1968). There are many more studies showing the impact of 
education on rural communities. Chatterjee and Ghosh (1959) 
studied the impact of education on rural community of 
Allahabad district. Ambasht (1966) surveyed the existing 
system of education and its impact upon tribals of Ranchi 
district. Bhatnagar (1969) studied the impact of education on 
some Punjab village structure. Naik (1969) studied the impact 
of education upon Bhills of М.Р. Srivastava (1969) studied the 
impact of education on attitudes of different groups of students 
of Varanasi. Sodhi (1972) studied impact of religious education 
on personality patterns of students of Punjab. Lakra (1976) 
studied the impact of education on tribals. These studies in 
common show that changes due to education are marked vary 
slow. Changes in tribal communities have been found at faster 
rate than changes in non-tribal communities. Like-wise, changes 
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in physical culture, /.е., in dress, hair-style, use ої modern ami- 
nities, etc. have been found more remarkable than changes in 
values and ethnic patterns. To quote the study carried out by 
Ruhela (1969) “the traditional values among Indian students 
аге: 

(і) as traditional as ever; 

(ii) there was significant difference in belief and practice 
between boys and girls; and 

(й) there was belief т worthwhile contets of traditional 
values”. 

It has also been revealed by these studies that education has 
made a headway towards women’s education and education of 
girls. The changes towards several social institutions have also 
been highlighted. 


Family 


The changes in belief and attitude towards the institution of 
family has been marked by Desai (1955, 1972), Kapadia (1958), 
Morrison (1959), Driver (1959). Cormack (1961), Mukerjee 
(1965), Goswamy (1967), Mahar (1972), Adams (1973), Kothari 
(1973), Parmar (197), Morrison (1959) and Driver (1959) have 
pointed out that highest and lowest income groups show predo- 
minance of nuclear families and that the highly educated also 


joint families. Cormack (1961) observes that “joint family has 
been found more ‘good’ than ‘bad’ in the past centuries, They 
became more like ‘prisons’ and less like ‘social security units’ 
as India changes its Political and economic patterns”. But 
there are other studies which demonstrate that joint family 
in India is as important today as ever. Desai (1955) and 
Mukerjee (1965) hold the same views. Similarly, Kapadia 
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Morrison (1959), Kulkarni (1960), Madan (1962), Basu (1962), 
Sharma (1964), Beteille (1964), Malhotra (1964), Sen (1965), 
Kapur (196 ) and Коепда (1967). But there are very few studies 
showing relationship between education and family type. It has 
been found that higher caste with higherland holdings belong to 
joint families, But it is not all the same in every part of the 
country. There are high caste Brahmins where there are least 
joint families, as reported by Ray (1956). Madan (1962) and 
Gough (1956). 


The study carried out by Parmar (1976) revealed that the 
ratio of joint families to nuclear families is 2 : 1. Regarding 
authority in the family he observed that husband still enjoys 
authority over wife. The authority of sister over brother is age 
based. Daughter-in-law is supposed to be submissive. Re- 
garding divisions of labour, male work outside home and 
female at home. Cormack (1961) has revealed the relationship 
between education and the authority in family. She has found 
that most of the Indian students respect authority in their 
parents. Education has led them to keep interest in politics but 
not their parents. Mahar (1972) studied the influence which 
the young could face an issue of modern challenges and found 
that they do not give any idea other than traditional res- 
ponses. 


The relationship between education and the family size 
preferred are reported by Goswamy (1967) and Adams (1973), 
They maintain that with the educational expansion the family 
size preferred is declining. Goswamy (1967) has studied the 
Tural change with relation to educational expansion and found 
that majority of population is in favour of small family size. 
Desai (1972), Kulhari (1973), Adams (1973 revealed the 
relationship between education and positive measures of family 
planning, Desai (1972) reveals that raising the age of marriage 
by itself was no substitute for positive measures of family plan- 
ning. The chief factor for family planning was socio econo- 
mic status. There exists a direct relationship between the 
level of education and expressed willingness to adopt family 
Planning. Kulhari (1972) studied the attitude towards family 
planning in different settings. He, too, found that education 
was the only variable significantly associated with attitude 
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towards family planning. Adams (197 ) supported these find- 
ings and revealed that : 


(i) the relationship of education towards family is much 
stronger than the place of residence or type of 
family; 


(ii) а son's education is much better indicator of his 
ettitude towards family than is father’s education or 
attitude, and 


(iii) the more the education one individual has the more ће 
will deviate from traditional attitude towards family 
size and roles. The direetion of change is clearly to- 
wards nuclear family. 


Marriage 


The effects >f education on the institution of Marriage has 
been of keen interest to many sociologists aud educationists. 
Cormack (1961) іп а study of Indian students revealed that 
most of them favour the ideas that : 


(i) marriage should be arranged by parents with consent 
of boy and girl; 
(ii) marriage should be within the Teligion; 
(ii) in considering marriage horoscopes are necessary; 
(іу) bride’s dowery is not necessary; 
(7) marriage age for girls should be 15—25 years; 
(vi) the important factor in choosing a wife are character, 
education and chastity; and 


(vii) most important factor in choosing husband are— 
character, education, age and job. 


Age at which the marriage of a girl should be performed 
has been reported by Goswamy (1967). Most of the respon- 
dents have mentioned the age group 14-16 as the right age of 
marriage for girls. If we compare the census India (1971), 
then the mean age at marriage for girls was 16 7 years and for 
boys it was 21.6 years in rural areas. In urban areas, the 
corresponding mean age was 19.2 vears and 24.3 years respec- 
tively. Goldstein (1972) conducted a case study in Bangalore 
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with a view to study the effects of college education on gra- 
duates and their changing view on marriage and work. She 
has made many interesting observations, like the first taste of 
freedom from family and kin at college gives many of them the 
desire to prolong their freedom, and in that they have never 
wanted to marry but preferred to remain financially and 
socially independent. She further revealed that these ‘pioneers’ 
may be the beginning of the trends which will be a threat to 
the ‘inevitability’ of marriage and motherhood for Indian 
women, and single status may gain respect as ‘Spinsters’ turned 
into career women. Kapur (1973) revealed that past ten years 
have witnessed considerable change in attitude towards love, 
Marriage and sex. Educated working women are ambivalent in 
their attitudes. They have started recognising the need for 
change, but at the same time they continue to cling to the old 
values because they are brought up with them. Singh (Mrs) 
(1974) studied the trend of marriage age in three generations 
and attitude towards women’s age at marriage in general and 
actual age at marriage they married their daughters. It was 
found that age of marriage was closely linked with higher 
education. But actual age at marriage was different than desir- 
ed. It is observed that any further rise in age of marriage 
would depend more upon socio-economic conditions rather 
than on legislation. Rao and Rao (1976) in an assessment of 
attitude of college students towards arranged marriage found 
that male, non-Brahmin, Hindu and sample from high socio- 
economic status tend to be more liberal and expressed an 
independent attitude. A majority of respondents desired to 
Meet their future spouse, while 20 per cent of sample supported 
traditional practice. The observation made by Parmar (1976) 
about rural areas reveal that marriage age has gone up but 
child marriage is still prevalent. Romantic love marriages are 
absent. Dowry 15 prevalent only in caste Hindus. | Free 
mixing of boys and girls after 10 or 12 years of age is not 
tolerated. 


Religion and Caste 


There are many studies on religiousity and casteism in rural 
India, But studies showing relationship with education are not 
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much, Cormack (1961., Sayed (1968), Jha (1970), Mehta 
(1971), Sodhi (1972), Anant (1972), Chakravarti (1981) have 
analysed the effects of education on religiousity and untouch- 
ability. Cormack (1961) in her study revealed that most of the 
Indian students and their families do not take caste seriously. 
In their views caste is not essential for religion. Sayed (1968) 
analysed the relationship between education and acceptance of 
modern attitudes іп India, and to observe the factors that 
mediate this relationship. It is accepted that modern educa- 
tion has pivotal role to play in transforming traditional attitude 
and values in modern attitudes and values, Study also revealed 
that on the dimension Outside the realm of religion and family 
there were significant differences among educated and unedu- 


about their being secular. He revealed that despite с 


Religious group has 
On-religious group 


group favours the maintenance of greater 
lower order Social groups, 


their value pattern 


Status of Women 


The impact made by education 
analysed by Cormack (1961), B 
(1974), Рапдеу (1974), Сопавека 


Оп the status of women is 
hatnagar (1973), Mukerjee 
г (1975), Mathia (1978) and 
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others. Cormack (1961) has quoted one Delhi girl saying 
“Indian women have not the guts to make decision even when 
their parents permit it. Nothing in their nurture have deve- 
loped сг even permitted”. The author has explored the domi- 
nant views of Indian students regarding women’s status. It has 
been revealed further that : 


(i) women in principle аге equal to men but in practice 
it is not so; 
(it) the most important duty of women is said to be a good 
house-wife and a mother; 
(iii) women should have opportunities to be educated; 
(iv) with regards to widow-remarriage, it is alright and can 
be done; and 
(v) women should inherit--some of the family property 
and the land. 


Thus education has a direct impact upon the status of 
women. Bhatnagar (1973) revealed that the higher the 
level of education the higher the average marriageable age and 
greater the participation of women in economic activities. It 
follows that higher social status will be accompanied with 
increased acceptance of small family norms and family planning 
methods. Mukerjee (1974) found that employed women do 
not necessarily enjoy higher social status unless the job is high- 
ly prestigious. Pandey (1974) has shown the difference between 
rural and urban youth regarding women’s status and educa- 
tion. He observes that urban youth favours higher education 
for women and for out-of-the home employment more than 
rural youth. Though, both urban and rural youth think that 
education makes women independent, they differ as regards 
with utility of education. Education is looked upon as an 
instrument to carry out traditional roles more skillfully and 
this is true specially in case of rural youth. 


Life-style and Personality 


There are many changes visible in the life-style and perso- 
nality patterns of educated and un-educated. In her study 
Cormack (1961) has revealed that Indian educated youth has 
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admired some of the aspects of Western culture, such as, social 
customs, manners, courtesy and educational system. There are 
some aspects of Western culture which they have disliked. 
These are marriage, women’s dress and customs. Most students 
agreed that education is taking them away from home. Jas- 
wanda (1968) has found that education plays an important role 
in shaping personality of individual and is an important factor 
in determining ones attitude towards superstitions. Shankar 
(1968), Toha and Srivastava (1971), Patwardhan (1973), 
Sachidananda (1974), Dunkan (1975), Lal (1976), Singh and 
Kumar (1976) and Rao (1976) have studied the changes in 
Harijan’s personality in the wake of education. Shankar (1968) 
revealed that education has brought about many significant 
changes in personality patterns of educated Harijan youth. 
Educated Harijan group seemed to be more anxious, ambitious, 
intelligent, passive, emotionally immature, withdrawn, inhi- 
bited, ego-centric and evasive than non-educated Harijan group. 
Non-educated Harijan group, displayed greater sociability, 
conformity, inferiority and alcoholic tendencies than educated 
groups. Similar findings have been reported by Singh and 
Kumar (1976). They have revealed that unemployed master’s 
degree holders were more anxious than unemployed graduates. 
Unemployed for long period were more anxious than unemp- 
loyed for shorter period. Interactive effects of level of educa- 
tion and duration of unemployment on anxiety level were 
significant. Toha and Srivastava (1971) found that : 

(i) untouchables from urban areas perceive personality 
development through education as the most important 
aim of education while rural subjects perceive education 
mainly as an avenue of economic gains; and 

(ii) Rural people signify it more than urbanites that edu- 
cation is an alienating factor. 

Patwardhan (1973) has revealed the changes among Hari- 
jans of Maharashtra and Sachidanand (1974) has studied the 
educated Harijans of Bihar. They have revealed in common : 

(i) all the Harijans have given up their traditional based 
occupation; 

(ii) diversification of occupation may also take away from 

rural moorings; 
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(iii) new sources of income have enabled them to enter 
middle class income groups; and 


(iv) in addition to vertical mobility there has been a greater 
deal of spatial mobility. 


Duncan (1975) deplores that higher education in India is 
urbanising influence. He revealed that “higher education has 
the effect not only taking the individual Harijans out of village 
communities but also of making them cut all the links from 
the family and community. Education alongwith other forces 
of urbanisation drains from the villages of Нагіјап community 
leaving remainder of the community more weaker, depressed 
and effectively leaderless. Lal (1976) has revealed that occupa- 
tional patterns of scheduled caste are changing fast. Rao (1976) 
has also revealed that scheduled caste youch having high school 
education show some degree of accupational mobility. In one of 
the studies conducted in Kumaon by Uniyal and Shah (1980), 
it was found that the rate of unemployment and migration has 
abruptly increased along with the increase in education. A 
comprehensive study on socio-psychological characteristics of 
graduate of Kumaon was conducted by Shah (1980). She repor- 
ted that majerity of students belonging to rural areas are losing 
faith in education. They feel that education has given them 
intermediary status due to which they can neither adjust them- 
selves with village environment nor they can safely find out a 
job in the urban areas. Long unemployment ultimately force 
them to clinge to their generation old traditional values. 

Studies related to village leadership and rural leadership 
are many. But the studies concerning with relationship between 
village leadership and education are not so many. Few гезеаг- 
chers who have made this relationship, a part of their studies 
are Pareek and Reddy (1966), Singh (1966), Sudhansa (1967), 
Roy (1967), Mathur (1967), Chauhan (1967), Krishna (1967) 
and Mehta (1972). These studies have confirmed that education 
is one of the strongest variable affecting the rural leadership 
patterns directly or indirectly. Pareek any Reddy (1966) have 
studied emerging patterns of rural leadership and revealed that 
with coming up of education and outside employment middle 
aged people are being given opportunities by older people to 
represent in official panchayats, School Committees, etc. Pan- 
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chayat elections are throwing up new leaders, Youth leader- 
ship Particularly of educated unemployed 15 developing and 
represent a threat to traditional values of villagers. There are 
other types of leaderships in villages, i.e, Kinship group leader- 
ship is not associated with educational status. Sudhansa (1976) 
revealed that old leadership and the glorious traditions of the 
Past аге in the process of disintegration. The ете gent leaders 
have been characterised by Mathur (1967) and Roy (1967). 
The main characteristics revealed are high level of living, 
educated and members of large families. Caste and age do not 
seem to interfere. Іп religious matters (rituals) as Chauhan 


leadership and revealed that honesty, impartiality, art of 
Negotiation, wealth and family Population are important attri- 


butes, while education, politeness, sharing of time аге? desirable 
attributes, 


Social Participation 


It has been revealed that Participation in various Social and 
economic activities increases with the increase of education. 
Bhatnagar (1973) revealed that education has increased the 
Participation of women in economic activities. 
Tesearches which show that education has led to red 


bility. Shankranand (1963) Tevealed that un-educated Harijans 
were more social than educated ones. 


Survey of literature as discussed above does not lead to any 
conclusion or definite 8eneralisations. So it is difficult to frame 
any hypothesis on its basis. Consequently Some general and 
explorative type of hypotheses are being Presented below. 


HYPOTHESIS 
Development of Hypothesis 


Ours is a traditional, customs-bound Society. We cannot 
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think of people behaving at their own and not adhering to 
to social norms and rules. There are different specialities in 
different societies. We can see that girls in the West are 
liberated to a great extent, but here they have to surrender 
to social norms and values by and large. So there are 
different degrees of tradition boundness in different societies. 


Education is supposed to be equalising force. the directiom 
being towards the mean. As we have surveyed the existing: 
related literature and found that education accelerates some of 
the social process and preserves others. 


Taking these things into consideration the major hypothesis. 
formed is as below : 


Major Hypothesis 
There will not be found any difference in socio-psycholo~ 
gical characteristics because of difference in educational level. 


Derived Hypotheses 

(a) Statistically no significant difference among different 
educational groups will be found in respect of attitude 
towards family as an institution, 

(b) Statistically no significant difference among different 
educational groups will be found in respect of marriage 
as an institution. 

(c) There will not be found statistically any significant 
difference among different educational groups regarding 
casteism and untouchability. 

(d) There will not be found statistically any significant 
difference among different educational groups regarding 
their religious outlook. 

(e) There exist no significant difference between educated’ 
and uneducated in respect of status of women. 

(f) There exist no significant difference among different 
educated groups with regard to social participation. 

(g) There exists no significant difference among different 
educated groups with regard to village leadership 

preference. 


(h) 


@) 


(7 


(k) 


() 
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With respect to friendship pattern по Significant 
difference will be found among different educated 
groups. 

It is assumed that high educated and low educated 
groups do not differ Significantly in their life style and 
Personality characteristics, 

The contents of morality among high educated and low 
educated groups do not differ Significantly, 


There exists no Significant difference between high 
educated and low educated groups with reference to 
alienation items, 


There exists no significant difference between high 


educated and low educated groups in respect of need 
hierarchy. 


The design of the Study to test these hypotheses is discussed 


in Chapter 3, 


> 


2 


Design of the Study 


In chapter | an attempt has been made to focus attention 
on the need, objectives and hypothesis of the study. The 
techniques, tools and procedures adopted in the previous studies 
have been surveyed in Chapter 2. 


In this Chapter an attempt has been made at presenting a 
brief description of the research strategy that has been adopted 
with the help of research strategies employed by earlier investi- 
gators for arriving at fruitful conclusions. Also, efforts have 
been made to improve upon the weaknesses that are usually 
found in Sociology oriented studies of this nature. 


‘Sample and Sampling Procedure 


After finalizing the research problem the first task was to 
select some village communities for field investigation, for that 
sampling was done in two stages. First of all, two Blocks were 
selected from each district. The selection of Blocks was made 
тапдоптіу. 


Block District 

(i) Bheemtal Nainital 

(i) Betalgbat Nainital 

(іі) Такша Almora 

(iv) Hawalbag Almora 
(У) Gangolihat Pithoragarh 


(vi) Lohaghat Pithoragarh 
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At the second Stage one village was selected from each 


Block areas, In Selecting village communities the following 
criteria were applied: 


(i) Villages selected should have varying educational 
facilities, 


(ii) Villages were Selected in such a manner that the effect 
of urbanisation may also be studied, 


(ШЇ) Selected Villages should represent scheduled caste popu- 
lation too. 


(iv) Villages under Study were to be categorized according 
to basic facilities available, such as, school, water, road 
and electricity. 


Taking the above mentioned criteria into consideration, 
following Villages were chosen in consultation with Block 
Development Officers : 


Name of the Block Districts 
Village 
SOM ЕТТ senate а а авина и ЖАШНЫ 

(i) Salari Bbeemtal Nainital 
(її) Majhera Betalghat Nainital 
(iii) Sufakote Takula Almora 
бу) Рајаапа Hawalbag Almora 
(v) Ganai Gangolihat Pithoragarh 
(vi) Patan Lohaghat Pithoragarh 


Next step was to have a representatives ample іп ап objective 
manner. It was decided to have a stratified Sample. As the 
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details were obtained. When the list of educated and unedu- 
cated, male and female, and caste groups was prepared, it was 
found that the number of educated persons available in the 
village communities was smaller than uneducated. So, it was 
decided to include all the available educated males and females 
in the sample. Among the uneducated population every fourth 
person was taken into sample. Lateron, it was found that all 
the females are not available for interview. So, the sample 
includes only those female members who cooperated in inter- 
view. Thus systematic random stratified but purposive 
sampling method was used. In all sample consists of 251 


subjects. 


Sample Distribution 
Following Table shows tue number of persons included in 
the sample from each district : 
TABLE 1 
District-wise Sample Distribution 


Educational Districts 
level of —_—— ي ي ي ي‎ 
respondent А1тога Nainital Pithoragarh Total 
M.A. 12 2 5 26 
В.А. 16 8 14 38 
Intermediate 16 13 19 48 
High School 23 15 10 48 
Middle 17 6 8 31 
Primary 9 14 2 25 
Illiterate 11 15 9 35 
пром 
Тоба! 104 78 69 251 


Salient Characteristics of the Sample 


‚ To provide relevent background against which the analysis 
is to be attempted, the characteristics of the sample and demo- 
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graphy of village and sample-population has been presented 
under the following sub-headings : 
(i) District-wise sample population. 
(ii) Educational Status of total sample under study. 
(iii) Age distribution of sample. 
(iv) Sex distribution of sample. 
(у) Caste distribution of sample. 
(i) Income distribution of sample. 


(vii) Distribution of Sample according to employment 
Status, 


(viti) Occupational distribution of sample. 
(ix) Distribution of parental occupation. 
(х) Marital Status distribution of sample, 


(хі) Distribution of sample population according to their 
mother’s education, 


(xii) Distribution of sample population according to their 
father’s education. 


(xiii) Family-type distribution of sample. 
(xiv) Relation of age with educational level of the гезроп- 
dents, 
(xv) Relation of caste membership with educational level. 


(xvi) Relation of family income to the educational status of 
respondents. 


(xvii) Relation of Parental educational level to the educational 
level of respondents. 


(xviii) Relation of type of family of respondents to their educa- 
tional level. 


Demographic Details 


The demographic data for the 
villages in three districts under stu 
below : 


sample population of the 
dy has been presented 


(i) District-wise Sample Population. 


Тһе district-wise 
break-up of the sample is as follows : 
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TABLE 2 
District Sample Population 
Almora 104 
Nainital 78 
Pithoragarh 69 
Total 251 


(ii) Distribution of Educational Levels of Total Sample 
Under Study. Table 3 shows the distribution of educational 
levels of total sample under study. In the total sample, illiterates 
are 13.9 per cent, primary passed are 10,1 per cent, middle 
passed are 12.4 per cent, High School and Intermediate passed 


are 19.1 per cent each, graduates are 15.1 per cent and post 
graduates are 10.4 per cent. 


(iii) Age Group Composition. The sample constitutes of 
adult males and females (i.e., persons who are 218 years of age 
and above). Table 4 shows the distribution of sample accord- 
ing to various age groups. 


Persons included in the sample are 37.1 per cent between 
the age group of 18—25 years, 51.8 per cent between the age 


group of 26--45 years and 11.2 per cent are of above 45 years 
of age. 


(iv) Sex Distribution of Sample, Table 5 shows the ratio of 
males and females in the sample. There are 13.5 per cent 
femalesand 86.> per cent males. 


(v) Caste Disiribution of Sample. Table 6 show the caste is 
distribution of sample. Brahmins constitute 56.2 per cent of 
total sample. Harijans are nearly 20 per cent of the sample, 
castes other than Brahmin and Нагіјарѕ, ie., Thakur, Burma, 
Sunar, etc., living in the village communities constitute 23.9 per 
cent of the total sample. 


Education and Social Change 


46 


БТК ee eae тес 001 69 001 84 001 FOL зо. 

РОГ 9% Гог L ЕТ и. еп рн сү $әзепрәлгу-}5о4д 

183! 8Е Е'0с ФТ £01 8 РТ 91 зојепрело 

1'61 8p 7 61 191 ЕТ Ре 97 лау 

T61 8p S'HI 01 Сб ST га єс &терподә$ чн 

"а ЈЕ ФП 8 LL 9 £91 LI 9ІРРІЙІ 

ool $2 67 © 641 РІ 178 6 Seang 

бЕГ $ 0`є1 6 Col SI 9'01 и ЕЛП 

ыы Е с 
зупориодзом sidapuodsay sjuspuodsoy sjuopuodsoy 
ә туозлод 30 "ОМ вешомод 30 ‘ON 28еўиәоләд JOON әдрјџәоләд Jo ом 
=== BSS ag о рит tae SNE ә: ST T же: E TERS 2۸317 гвпоцвопря 

E ЧЕ E sp о Р брав о 


ы ТЕ оо 


aldurs оф Jo snjeyg твпоцвопря 
$ ATaVL 


47 


001 тес 001 69 001 8L 001 РОЇ 18301, 
TH 8z 85 у 1791 €l 901 п завок ср олоду 7 
815 oer 0%% 62 iss е? gros 85 7816 ср—9@ 
ч £6 TS 9€ 14 (44 Lee se “SIA 60—81 
TE ако аа аА 
sjuapuodsay syuspuodsay s}Uspuodsoy sjUspuodsey 
әдејиәоләд 30 ‘ON э8влаээ12а зо ‘ON әйеупәоләд Jo ‘oN әЗеуаәзіə4 зо "ON 
دت‎ a = с —— sdnoip 23y 
19301, Чтейелоциа [ешек gowy 
МЫ Ё 59123510 


әіше$ Jo поппашузтст asim обу 


r ЯТ9УІ. 


Design of the Study 


Education апа Social Change 


48 


“Soleu 3090 124 6-98 рив ѕәјешәј 1020 124 "І sopnjour [dues ації, 


001 152 001 69 001 8L 001 РОТ год, 


5798 Liz Е'8/ ре є сб а. 518 16 әр 
СЕП ФЕ LZ ST ГІ 9 есі ЕТ зјешод 
sjuopuodsoy ѕјџәриойѕәу sjuspuodsoy s}uəpuodsəy 
23319124 Jo ‘ON әйеупәоіəд Јо "ОМ э8взаголэа јо ‘ON обеупогіза Jo “ON хә$ 
18101, qieged шем о ЕТІПТІ 
5391115101 у, FH 9 =. 


зійшеє Jo порпа у хо 
$ Я1ЯМІ. 


49 


Design of the Study 


тете E a 59693000 2 0 


001 152 oor 69 001 8L 001 ког 18401, 
661 05 ror L rez a йзге age шешен 
6% 09 StI ог Lol €I ose LE завйзен pue 
шшуеія uey} 12410 215980 
295 н PSL zs £09 ly РОР ту mugag 
ан a е ааа ұзаған S НВ 
s}vopuodsay sjuspuodsoy sjuəpuodsəy вупорџодво 
2883092124 ЈО “ON 2884025124 ЈО ‘ON 9821095124 | јо'ом 2803929124 JO "ON drqsıequeN 24580 
Е E О ы чно 
они 


и 
әрішес Јо порпуш јој 2862 
9 Я18У1 


Education and Social Change 


_ 2001 Ју 162 AR, 001 69 001 84 00I РО! Гео 
8'Ip sol 89 by 9% 02 Ё`бє ІР глоде рое 006 
Га да 29 9% и 787 (44 ге [14 667—005 
6% 8 ot 8 сор 95 696 0% 661 03 дп 

зупгриодвом вушорподво 510орподзо sjgapuodsay 
ә8т}цәэзэәд 20 ON оберпозіга зо 'ом 9821020194 ЈО "ом гберпогіза Jo "ON, “sy ш 
ا س‎ = пи ia load e OT ROE 
теор Чтевезоциа телам зюшу 
839113810 он хе a 


admes Jo подпада ошозиј 
L TIAVL 


51 


2:5 тег 001 69 001 8L 001 Фот тој, 
611 St Over 6 6LI Г! сі (44 рә^оашә-1шә$ 
212 TOI сер oE 6'sE 97 стр tr рокоја шовућ 
У Рот сер 05 тор 9 СОЕ 8 родоја ша 
Е ій о А ЗР ВВ ES N Ао А 
зудор 
-под5во зупорподво 
әЗ8рупәәзәд Jo ‘ON 280309294 зом 983099124 јо ‘ON 
Ў s}uəpuodsəy —--—— тр nit eani n тою Е 
э8езпээзлэа Jo ‘oN 2230100, 
па 5 оа Е ВО с Магуй snes 
тот, 83011 зоо а 


snes }пәш&оүйшд о) дтрлозо у зійшеє јо по) 415101 
8 Я19УІ 


З 
З 
% 
= 
> 
5 
= 
о 
а 


Education and Social Change 


001 ISZ 001 69 001 8L 001 OI 18101, 
09 s1 Ут І s'e £ 9'01 п оеѕцгу ове 
88 “ Vor L "ОТ 8 L9 1 31910), 
СЕ 8 е? Е 92 г 62 Е «апу 
5'61 бр ГАЛ а 61 SI TIZ = 8шцовәу, 
985 ірі 629 ер 6709 Ly 8%5 Ls amyn у 
о 01 е? Е 8'e £ 8`E t КӘСІБІН, 
и на 
5уорподво 8вупорподвом 5ушорподво 
обешооо4 ЈО ‘ON 2883099124 јо “ON ә8е}иәоләд J0 ‘ON 
sjuopuodso] | ----------- ————— ма ore, ===> 
э8изо2а ЈО “ON чавдвіоці тенше ошу 
— ت کے‎ = Е SEES анкеты a 5911082)82 
нА чогедпого 


HOL 
г) 


порет4од әрішес Jo порпа зен] [впорвйпәәсу 
6 ATAVL 


Design of the Study 53 


(vi) Income Distribution of Sample. Table 7 shows 
the distribution of income of the families of respondents:. 
There are 23.5 per cent respondents whose family income 
is less than Rs. 200 per month. 24.7 per cent are having income 
between Rs. 200—499 and 41.8 per cent Rs. 500 and above per 


month. 


(vii) Distribution of Sample According to Employment Status. 
Table 8 shows the employment status of the sample in three 
districts. 41.4 per cent of the total sample are employed, 
whereas unemployed and semi-employed constitute 40.6 per 
cent and 17.9 per cent respectively. 


(viii) Occupational Distribution ој Sample. Table 9 
shows the distribution of occupation of respondents in 
three districts. 58.6 per cent of total sample belong to agri- 
cultural occupation, 19.5 per cent are in teaching profession, 
8.8 per cent are clerks, 6 per cent are village artisans, 4 per cent 
are businessmen and 3.2 per cent include army personnel. 


(ix) Distribution of Parental ( father’s) Occupation. Table 10 
shows the distribution of parental occupation in three districts 
under study. 81.3 per cent have their occupation as farming. 
Next comes the village artisans, i.e., 6.4 per cent. Businessmen 
are 4.4 per cent, clerks and teachers are 3.2 per cent each. 7.6 
per cent are serving or have served in the army. It is also 
evident from the above two Tables that the farming occupation 
has been reduced from 81.3 per cent to 58.6 per cent in the 
present generation. However, teaching profession has increased 
remarkably from 3.2 per cent to 19.5 per cent with other 
occupations like clerical job and army. Village artisan work 
has been reduced from 6.4 per cent to 6 per cent and business 
from 4.4 per cent to 4 per cent, which means that trend in jobs 
like teaching, clerical and army are in increasing order whereas 
business and rural artisan are fading fast. 


(x) Marital Status Distribution of Sample, Table 11 shows 


the distribution of sample according to their marital status in 
are married 


total sample population 63.7 per cent respondents 
and 36.3 per cent unmarried. 
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(xi) Distribution of Sample Population According to their 
Mother’s Education. Table 12 shows the distribution of 
sample population according to the educational level of their 
mothers. 78 per cent mothers of respondents are illiterate, 
15.5 per cent have primary education, 4.4 per cent have middle 
education and only 2 per cent are educated upto high 
school. 


(xii) Distribution of the Level of Father’s Education. 
Table 13 shows the distribution of the level of father’s educa- 
tion of the respondents. There are 40.6 percent illiterate, 26.7 
percent primary, 19.9 percent middle, 8 percent high school 
and 4.8 percent intermediate and above. 


(xiii) Family Type Distribution of the Sample, Table 14 
shows the type of family of the sample they live on. 80.9 
percent belong to joint families and 19.1 percent nuclear 
families. 


(xiv) Relation of Age with Educational Status of Respondents.. 
Table 15 shows the relationship between the age and 
educational of respondents greater number of younger persons 
are educated than older persons. The percentage of educated 
persons having received the education upto graduation and 
post-graduation is 28 per cent, whereas older persons having. 
received this education is only 3.6 per cent. Similarly, persons. 
who have received minimum education (primary ог below) fall 
under the age category of 46 years and above. 57.1 per cent 
older persons are either illiterate or educated upto primary 
level as compared to 7.5 per cent of 18—25 years age 


category. 


(xv) Relation of Caste Membership with Educational Level 
of Respondents. Table 16 shows the relationship between 
the caste membership and educational level of respondents. 
Illiteracy is highest in Harijan than Brahmin and lowest 
in castes other than Brahmin and Harijan. Persons having. 
received higher education (graduate and Post-graduate) 
are maximum in castes other thao Brahmin and Harijan. 
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and lowest in Harijan. The persons who have received post- 
graduate education fall maximum in Brahmin caste and 
lowest in Harijan. 


(xvi) Relation of Family Income to their Educational Level. 
Table 17 shows the relationship between the educational level 
of respondents and their family income. The relationship 
appears to be close and positive. 


(xvii) Relation of Parental Educational Level with the Edu- 
cational Level of Respondents. Table 18 shows the relation- 
ship between the level of education of respondents and 
their parents. Here relationship include father’s education 
only. 88.6 per cent illiterates have illiterate parents. 
There is no entry іп illiterates’ column when father 
has achieved education upto High School and above. 56 per 
cent primary passed respondents have illiterate parents. Middle 
educated father have only 2.9 per cent illiterates offspring but 
46.2 per cent post graduates. 


(xviii) Relation of Type of Family and Educational 
Level of Respondents. Table 19 shows the relationship bet- 
ween the type of family and educational level of respondents. 
Persons included in the sample in all levels ofe ducation 
living in joint family are constantly in higher number. 80.9 
per cent persons live in joint family only 19.1 per cent persons 
belong to nuclear family. Illiterate and primary educated are 
more in nuclear families than graduates and post-graduates, 
This fact strengthens the thought that the future of joint fami- 
liesis healthy. 


Thus the above description clearly reveals that the diffe- 
rent characteristics are normally distributed. 


Tool Used and Its Construction 


The respondents were interviewed with the help of an 
interview schedule. The questions in the schedule were asked 
on different aspects of rural life consisting of the following 
areas : 
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1. Personal Data, Information was collected about the 
respondent’s age, sex, caste, education, family income, occupa- 
tion, marital status, parent’s occupation and education, type of 
family he is living in. 


2. Family. Questions were asked about the preference of 
the type of family, reasons for preferring joint or nuclear 
family, views about family dominance, family planning, prefe- 
rence attached to first child—boy or girl, etc. Questions in the 
schedule refer to 1 to 6. 


3. Marriage. In this, questions were asked about rituals 
performed in marriages and the necessity of these rituals. Views 
about traditional or modern type of marriage (love marriage, 
inter-caste marriage, etc.) dowery, acquaintance of boys and 
girls before marriage, the age preferred for marriage and diffe- 
rence in age of bridegroom and bride preferred. The impor- 
tant qualities of bridegroom and bride desired. Questions were 
also asked about widow marriage and inter-caste marriages. 
‘Questions in the Schedule refer to 7 to 25, 


4. Casteism and Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Under 
this area questions were asked about reservation for scheduled 
castes, justification, entry of Harijans in savarna’s temple. 
Question in the schedule refer to 26-28. 


5. Religion and Superstitions, Questions asked under this 
area are about observance rules of worship, religious festi- 
vals, faith on religious books, essentials for religion, visiting 


temples and faith in Supernatural entities, Question in the 
Schedule refer to 28 to 36. 


6. Women’s Status, 
about jobs for women, ed 
bilities, freedom and righ 
schedule refer to 37-43. 


Under this area questions were asked 
ucation for them, duties and responsi- 
ts of women, ete, Question їп the 


7. Social Participation. Questions 


were about participation іп festivals, 
good and bad times of community, 


asked under this head 


melas, school festivals, 
acceptability to cooperate 
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to government sponsored programmes such as plantation, etc. 
Question in schedule refers to Q. No. 44. 


8. Village Leadership. In this section, questions were 
asked about the faith of people in village Gram Panchayat, 
the leadership preferred according to age, education, caste, 
SES, the right of vote used, etc. Questions in the schedule refer 
to 45-48. 


9. Life-Style and Friendship Pattern. Under this portion 
questions were asked about the preference of friends, their 
caste, age, education, SES, еіс. Some questions were meant to 
judge the style of life of individuals under investigation. 
Questions were asked about their hobbies, interests, habits 
of leisure time use, etc. Questions in the schedule refer to 
49-55. 


10. Morality Patiern. Some questions were framed to 
judge the general morality of educated and uneducated. These 
include honesty, truthfulness, bribery, obedience, sex attitute 
and character. Question in schedule refers to Q. No. 56 and its 
sub-questions. 


11. Social Alienation. Under this portion questions have 
been asked to point out the effects of education that have been 
produced to alienate the rural population. Questions have been 
framed to manifest powerlessness, faithlessness, lawlessness and 
hopelessness, etc. Q. No. ST: 


12. Values and Needs. An attempt has been made to know 
the manifested needs of educated and uneducated population 
under study. Two projective type questions were put before 
them. One question with a list of different needs (hierarchy) 
has also been presented to respondents. (Questions 58 to 60). 
Respondents were asked to tick 3 needs according to their 


preference. 


Construction of Tools 


Taking into consideration the above 12 aspects of village 
life (social and psychological), items were collected from diffe- 
rent sources. The sources include different educational research 
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journals, handbook of social and psychological instruments (by 
Udai Pareek), daily newspapers, books and other magazines and 
weeklies. After compiling a pool of items for different aspects 
of rural life, they were modified, transformed into simple 
language easily understandable to villagers. Questions were 
framed in dichotomous, tri and tetra branchings. Some ques- 
tions were put in projective form and some in multiple choice 
mould. Some items were to be ranked. In all, 64 questions 
were framed in a form of interview schedule. Try out was 
carried out on 50 individuals of village Ganai in district Pitho- 
ragarh. After try out, it was found that some of the questions 
Were not easy to be answered properly. Therefore, the final 
interview schedule contains only 60 questions. The tool was 
thoroughly examined by a panel of 5 experts. 


Administration of Tool and Data Gathering Process 


Investigator, with the printed interview schedules, went to 
villages selected for data collection. Administration of schedule 
was carried out іп six villages. It was carried out with the 
help of Village Pradhans, for it would have been very difficult 
to reach the subjects without his help. In Salari village, son 
of the Gram Pradhan was continuously employed with the 
investigator without any Payment. The Gram Pradhan not 
опу managed the lodging, and boarding for investigator but 
also helped him in establishing the таррогі with the village 
peoples. They were assured that he is doing research work for 
the betterment of the villagers. Persons under Study were made 
Clear about the aims and objectives of the Study. Although in 
Some cases women were hesitant about responding, yet the 
help of Gram Pradhan and his 
пе to two hours. Hardly 5 
Investigator had to stay in 


) In all, data collection took 
80 days. Investigator had to со 


of the questions of their interest. 
challenging and enlightening both. 
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Plan of Data Analysis 
After tabulation and coding the data, it was decided to 


conduct analysis on the basis of percentages. However, some 
of the questions though clear yet dichotomous in nature were 
put to СНІ? test and contingency coefficient. Some questions 
which are projective in nature were categorised according to the 
techniques of content analysis. A few have been analysed 
according to rank orders in order to frame a structure. The 
results and discussions are given in the next Chapter. 


4 


Data Analysis, Results and 
Interpretations 


As already pointed out in Chapter 1 that the focus of 
this study is on understanding the effects of education upon 
Tural life, so the data collected on different aspects of life of 


Tural people has been analysed in this Chapter and the results 
are being discussed. 


1. The Family 


The family is the basic biological, political, religious and 
social unit which undergirds any society, and its cohesion or 
disintegration, Telates directly to its Structure and values, An 


expansion. To examine it, few questions were put before res- 
Pondents, which were а 

(i) the type of family preferred ; 

(ii) the responsibility to meet family expenditure у 


(Ш) family ethics (.e., is it necessary for wife to take meal 
only after husband 2) к 


(iv) necessity of family planning ; 
(у) family size preference Тапа 


(vi) first preference for child—son or daughter 2 
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1.1. Туре of Family Preferred 


Table 1 gives an account of the respondents who 
have preferred either joint family or nuclear family living. 
The analysis has been carried out according to the level of 
education of the respondents. 


The analysis reveals that out of 249 subjects, 79.9 per cent 
have favoured joint family and only 20.1 per cent have favoured 
nuclear family. It also indicates that education is not а signi- 
Єсапі variable in effecting change from joint family living to 
nuclear one or vice-versa, However, it is evident that tendency 
to live in joint families have rather increased with increase in 
education. But the increase it not significant, as the Х? results 
are not significant, at .01 and .05 levels. It indicates that. 
educated rurals are more in favour of traditional family living, 
which conforms the views of Kapadia (1958), Desai (1955) and 
Mukerjee (1965) that the future of joint families in India is not 
bleak. 


1.2. Reasons of Preference for Joint Family 


In Table 1, majority of respondents (і.е., 79.9 рег cent) 
have preferred to live in joint family. But what are the 
causes to stick to joint family norms ? Whether education has 
made any significant change in this preference pattern for joint 
family? is to be assessed. Table 2 reveals the response 
pattern of each educational category with regard to reasons of 
preference for joint family. 


‘Love and Cooperation’ and ‘Social Prestige’ are the factors. 
supported in favour of joint family by all respondents, irrespec- 
tive of their educational level. However, ‘Economic Security’ 
has been ranked at third place by those respondents who- 
are educated upto junior H.S., whereas educated above junior 
H.S. have ranked it at fourth place. Thus education has. 
definitely brought about change in the preference pattern for 
joint family. 


1.3. Reasons of Preference for Nuclear Family 


There were only 20.1 per cent respondents who expressed 
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their preference for nuclear family living (Table 1). The 
preference pattern for nuclear family according to educational 


level of respondents has been analysed with the help of the 
Table 3. 


Educated upto junior H.S. have favoured nuclear family 
more because of ‘more freedom in it, whereas graduates and 
Post-graduates have favoured it more because of ‘less economic 
problems’ in it. ‘Less querrels’ have been ranked at second 
Place by respondents educated upto intermediate, whereas gra- 
duates and post-graduates have ranked it at third place. Good 
child-care Ваз been considered equally important by all the 
respondents of varying educational levels. 


In short, education does not contribute significantly in 


affecting change in joint family system, rather it seems to 
strengthen it. 


14. Wife-Hushand Relations 


It is maintained in Hindu family that husband has the 
duty to earn a living whereas wife is supposed to take care of 
home. The question put before respondents was, whether 
it is the duty of husband only or both of husband and wife to 


meet family expenditure ? The responses received are analysed 
in Table 4. 


Out. of 25!, 242 subjects have responded to the question. 
The analysis reveals that majority of respondents think that 
the economic Tesponsibility of the family should be shared 
With increase in educational level 
is tendency, However, there is no 


| different educational groups on this. 
dimension. 


1.5. Family Ethics 


To assess family ethics, the question that, whether it is 
necessary for wife to take meals only after husband, was asked. 
The responses of this question are given in table 5. | 
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Table 5 shows that there is no significant difference between 
different educational groups regarding the family-ethics. 35.62 
per cent respondents feel that it is necessary for wife to take 
meals after husband but majority of respondents (i.e., 64.38 
per cent) do not feel so. However, it is also evident that with 
increase in educational level, there is decreasing need felt for 
wife to take meals after her husband. 


1.6. Family Planning 


The question of family planning has become utmost im- 
portant in modern Indian society. The role education has 
played in this direction, has been examined in Table 6. 


There is no significant difference among different enduca- 
cational groups regarding the necessity of family planning. 
However, the percentage of respondents favouring family 
planning increases with the increase in educational level. 92.06 
per cent respondents having higher education, 84.04 per cent 
having high school or intermediate education and 77.2 per 
cent liaving education upto junior H.S. have favoured family 


TABLE 7 
Reasons of Preference for Favouring Family Planning 


س 


Educational Level of Respondents 


Favour FP Up to Junior Н.5. & В.А. & 
Because HS. Intermediate M.A. 
N N N 


Children Receive 


Good Education Жаа 57 34 
Children Remain 
Healthy 32 48 26 


Family Becomes 
Prosperous 52 61 41 


‚п 
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Planning. In the total sample, 83.67 per cent have favoured 
the family planning whereas only 16.33 per cent have disfavour- 


ed it. 
1.7. Reasons for Favouring Family Planning 


To know the motivational aspects of respondents who have 
shown their favour for family planning, they were further 
asked as to why they favour it? The percentage composition 
of each educational category in favour of different motivational 
aspects for family planning has been shown in Table 7 and 8. 


TABLE 8 


Reasons for Fayouring Family Planning 


Educational Level of Respondents 


Favour Family Up to H.S. & В.А. & Total Rank 
Planning Because Junior Intermediate M.A. 

H.S. 

% % % % 

Children Receive 
Good Education 48.35 59.37 53.12 53.78 II 
ChildrenĝRemain 
Healthy 35.16 50.00 40.62 42.23 ш 


Family Becomes 
Prosperous 57.14 63.54 64.06 61.35 I 


The results of Table 8 are self-explanatory. 


1.8 Reasons for Disfavouring the Family Planning 


It is more important to show that why people do not want 
to adhere to family planning norms than why they want to 
favour it. It is a small fraction (і.е., 16.33 рег cent of тезроп- 
dents (Table б) who have shown their disfavour for family 
planning. Different reasons put favoured by them are in 
Table 9. 


` 


Respondents, who do not favour family Planning did зо 
because it is ‘against nature’s law’, followed by, it is ‘against 
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ТАВГЕ 9 
Reasons for Disfavouring Family Planning 


Еа 
Educational Level of Respondents 


Do not favour Up to H.S. B.A. 
Family Plan- Junior & & Total 
ning because H.S. Intermediate M.A. 
it is Ж % % % 


Against Nature’s 


Law 14.28 8.33 3.12 7.96 
Against Religion 10,98 8.33 3.12 7.96 
Immoral Act 5.49 9.37 1.56 916 


— ا ا ل ا‎ Se 


religion’ and is an ‘Immoral act’. The response pattern also 
reflect that in group educated up to Junior H.S. maximum 
number of respondents (i.e.. 14.28 per cent) һауе put the reason. 
it is ‘against nature’s law’, while in the group educated upto 
Intermediate maximum number of respondents (i.e., 9.37 per 
cent) have put the reason it is an ‘immoral act’. In higher 
educated group a small number of respondents (і.е., 3.12 per- 
cent) put the reason as, it is ‘against nature’s law’ and ‘against: 
religion’. 


1.9. Family Size Preferred 


Respondents were asked as what number of children they 
will refer for a married couple. The results are given in Table 
10 This shows that most of the higher educated respondents are- 
in favour of lower number of children in comparison to lower 
educational level of respondents. The number of children 
favoured for a married couple by them is less (1е., two) 
and with decrease in educational level it is more (i.e., three and 
more than three). The х? value of 13.11 show significant 
difference among different educational groups at .01 level об 
significance. 


1.10. First Child Preference 
Respondents were asked whether they would prefer first 
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child as son or daughter or they would not mind any of the 
two. The responses are given їп Table 11. This Table shows 
that there is no significant difference among different edu- 
cational groups with regard to preference for first child. X? 
value of 2.78 is not significant at .05 level of significance. 
However, the Table shows that there is some hesitation regard- 
ing preference for girl as first child. 


The effect of education upon the institution of family has 
been examined with the help of six aspects as stated above. 
To make the results more understandable, Table 12 has 
been presented which shows clearly the areas where education 
has been effective in contributing change. 


TABLE 12 
X? Values Showing the Effect of Education on the Institution 
of Family 
Е оо аква 2 - 


Different dimensions related with Values of X? showing difference іп 
the institution of family different educational categories 


= ЕМО E o O 


1. The types of family preferred 
joint/nuclear 1.14 


2. Responsibility to meet the family 
expenditure rest on husband/both 


husband and wife 5.51 
3. For wife it is necessary to take 

meal after husband 4.50 
4. Family planning is necessary/not 

necessary 5.89 
5. Family size preferred 13.11* 
6. Preference for first child, Boy/Girl/Any 2.78 


*Significant at .01 level of significance, 


Thus in short it can be said that education has initiated a 


change proneness among people for this oldest but most stable 
institution—the family in Kumaon region. 
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2. Institution of Marriage 


Joint family in the traditional society, exercise a great 
control over its members. Even marriage was regarded as а 
responsibility to be fulfilled by the individual for the main- 
tenance of family name and continuation of its traditions. It 
was considered as a social and religious duty towards the 
family and the community rather than an individual matter 
concerning the parties involved to it. As young bridegroom can 
be supported by joint family, marriage was not postponed even 
if husband was not in a position to support his wife. Conse- 
quently early marriages prevailed.The son had no voice either 
in the selection of his bride or in the mode of his marriage. 
These matters were decided by the parent in the interest of the 
family. The authoritarian mores of joint family and caste did 
not recognise in it any personal factor, interest or considera- 
tion. Even the selection of bride was done by parents not on 
the basis of individual qualities of the bride but on the basis of 
her membership of a particular family and a particular caste 
and on her possible adjustability to their family environment. 
Thus the individual impulse was controlled and the marital 
«choice was sub-orinated to group pressures. 


It is believed today that the western democratic ideas of 
individual independence in the field of marriage and the 


conception of wife as an equal partner in the intellectual and 
‘emotional companionship have influenced the present day 
educated youths considerably. They ate expected to consider 
marriage asa personal matter concerning them rather than 
family or religious duty. It is believed that they have grown 
so individualistic that they would marry according to their 
own inclinations and would select their bride themselves 
entirely on the basis of her individual qualities and their own 
needs, 


In this chapter it has been examined as to what change 
education has brought about in matters of marriage. It is 
hypothesised that the views of educated and uneducated (or low 
educated) differ significantly in matters of marriage. 


86 Education апа Social Change 
2.1. Marriage Rituals 


Marriage rituals prevailing commonly in the local communi- 
ties are more or less the same. A brief description of marriage 
rituals prevailing in the three districts under study are given 
in Table 13. 


TABLE 13 
Marriage Rituals 


eee 


Districts Marriage rituals prevailing in 
Local Committees 


ee N 


Almora Samya, Sagai, Dhulargh, Ganesh, Puja, 
Saptpadi, Kanyadan, Saiyadan, Manav, Gona. 


Nainital Samya, Sagai, Barat reception, Dhulargh, 
Kanyadan, Agnishaksi, Departure, Gona. 


Pithoragarh Samya, Sagai, Tilak, Kanyadan, Agnishaksi 
Faire, Nibaran, Gona. 


Е НЫ EE 


2.2. Necessity of All Marriage Rituals 


Respondents were asked to give their opinion that whether 
these above stated rituals are all necessary or not. The res- 
ponses received are analysed in Table 14, 


Out of total 251 individuals in the Sample only 213 indi- 
viduals responded to this question. 53.52 per cent of respon- 
dents have favoured the idea and 46.48 per cent of respondents. 


have disfavoured the idea that all prevailing marriage rituals 
are necessary. 


The difference between the different educational groups is. 
Statistically significant, X2 computed value is 15.29, which is 
significant at .01 level of significance, The higher the level of 
education the lower the necessity shown to observe all the 
Marriage rituals, which is also clea 
composition of respondents for each 
group in Table 14, 


87 


Data Analysis, Results опа Interpretation 


100`=92029019815$ 6051-<Х 


= 


001 є 001 ss oor 6L 001 6L IROL 
8t 9b 66 61'8$ [43 0/"55 122 (AKA є Клеззовом JON 
TS'ES уп 181 62 осоғ sE 8870 96 Коза 
% N % N % N % N 
[BIOL ми ‘VE эзетрошаезат % "СН “ен зошпг оп 
sjuspuodsoy jo 513918 [edoneonpy steny әп ПУ 


2 Кливвозом SIEM! Зацтләл од) їв әу 


РІ ЯЧЯУЇ, 


Education and Social Change 


88 


(рәпициогу) 


КОЛЕ 510 о роодво 20756 ѕуџәроойѕәу OL'tI ѕуџоәриойѕәҹ 
тој, IROL 180L 
18% черектеє p6z uepeAre§ 
48% чавнача 6T Ч8лецаца 
tt'e 000 6121 Buoy 26< BAWEŞ 
РСОТ 12885 іші 12895 226068 12825 
єт иереќову PIE ивреќоеу 0291 иереќоеу ошу 
--------------------------------------------------2МЦҺМҢ2м7ү ц0Ф 
(0 (9) ($) ($) (є) (2) а) 
~ $$ 66, 
sasuodsay KıBSS950N sosuodsoy АКла5вооом 525104591 Ате5водом 
% епн % үгү % seny 
пр ча W а SE әую!рәшзәўи] "5 Н зоюпг 
ӯ УЯ У SH odan somsa 


syuopuodsey ЈО $13835 peuoneonpa 


Калебвәдәк] SEMIA 
SI Н18У1. 


89 


Data Analysis, Results and Interpretation 


za 5 ete BS SS mm ص‎ 


133433 sjuapuodsey 00". 5 sjuapuodsay 55 зудориодзом 
{BOL 19301, 19201, 
9% вцогу 300 
756 BALES 9991 19886 
5061 18886 0002 зкшеб $6°$ озпивіфа 
1582 мерекивм 99°9b мереков я S'S шерекаву члвввіочнЯ 
РА о eee Е Но 
EEE sjuopuodsoy STI sjuspuodsoy Wil sjuopuodsoy 
тею 1810], 18301, 
<8°@ 1217979) 
ise BAWEŞ US BAWEŞ 
999 кше ио! 12825 ILS 12825 
999 авреАавЯ 8 rl черекивя T11 черекиєм тепшем 


90 Education and Social Change 


Respondents who do not consider all the rituals necessary 
have limited them as shown in table 15. Which shows that 
more educated have favoured least rituals in comparison to 
less educated. 


2.3. Marriage Settlement 


In marriages within the caste the initiative of marriage settle- 
ment largely rests with parents, even today. Usually, it is the 
girl’s parents who approach the boy’s parents with a marriage 
Proposal either through some relative or caste fellow or some 
person known to both the parties or sometime even directly. 
Sometime direct approaches to the boy are made. But even in 
such cases, the boy usually cannot settle the matter as other 
Customary matters are involved and has to consult his- 
parents, 


ve Thus from which ever source the proposal comes, whether 
1 is made to the parents or to the boy, the initiative of settling: 
matrimony does not lie solely in the hands of the boy. Without 
either the positive approval or tacit consent of the parents, 
the boy cannot settle it. This, of course, happens only in 
cases of propasals which come in the usual way from the girls 
Parents and not in cases where the boy and the girl may 
themselves decide to marry. 


Here the opinion of Tespondents is taken to probe in the 
question that whether marriage should be made entirely with 
Parents’ desire or with consent of boy and girl or independently 
by boy and girl. Responses received are analysed in Table 16. 
The difference between the choice of different educational 
groups with regard to Settlement of marriage is highly signi- 
ficant. X2 value із 30.24 which is significant at .01 level. The 
Table also indicates that maximum number, ie., 62.85 per cent 
of respondents are in favour that marriage should be settled 
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2.4. Horoscope Matching 


Question put to respondents was whether horoscope match- 
ing is necessary for marriage settlement ? The responses 
gathered are analysed in Table 17. The difference among 
different educational groups is statistically significant at .01 
level of significance as the X? value is 8.79. Table 17 
shows that most of the respondents (72.28 per cent) have 
favoured the horoscope matching, but with the rise of education 
the percentage of respondents favouring the horoscope match- 
ing is decreasing. This means the гізе in education induces 
decline in the necessity of horoscope matching, 


25; Dowry 


One important feature of the institution of marriage in 
most parts of India js the prevalence of dowry system. Dowry 


rooted an evil that government even after prolonged legislation 
still views the problem as intensed as ever. Education is 
Supposed to alter the view regarding prevailing dowry system. 


The question asked regarding necessity of dowry is analysed in 
Table 18. 


It is clear from Table 18 that as the educational level of 
respondents increases there is decreasing necessity felt for 
‘dowry. Most of the persons (95,3 per cent) having higher 
education disfavour dowry. Educated up to H.S. and Inter- 
mediate are more in disfavour of dowry than educated up to 
Junior H.S. It is evident from the above analysis that educa- 
tion can lead steadily to remove dowry system. The difference 
among different educated groups is shown with X2 value, which 
is 23.34. This means that there is significant difference among 
different educational groups with regard to dowry. Difference 
is significant at .01 level of a significance. With increase in 
education there is decrease in necessity of dowry in the 
marriage, 


2.6. Dowry in Practice 


The above analysis reveals that on principle there is signi- 
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ficant difference among different educated groups regarding 
dowry system. But it is to see that whether there exists the 
same difference in practice of dowry. The analysis goes on as 
Table 19. The Х? value is 2.183 which is not significant at .01 
or .05 level of significance. The customs that have grown with 
the society for long can be modified at logical level but at 
practical level these survive and florish because of social 
pressure. Education is too weak an institution in making 
intervention in such situations. Although the Table shows 
that majority of respondents (36.74 per cent) have not practiced 
dowry. Only 36.35 per cent respondents have agreed to have 
practiced dowry in their marriage. 


2.7. Acquaintance Before Marriage 


The considerations of choice of boy and girl іп their 
marriage are getting momentum day by day. They want to 
see each other and understand the qualities that they desire to 
have in their partners. On the other hand, they look qualities 
with personal point of view, i.e., education, culture, interests, 
habit, appearance, health, character, etc. Here the respondents 
were asked whether they consider it necessary that boy and girl 
should know each other before marriage. The Tesponses are 
analysed in Table 20. Most of the respondents (79.2 рег cent) 
reveal that acquaintance before marriage is necessary. Only 
20.8 per cent say it is not necessary. There is no significant 
difference among different educational groups with regard to 
acquaintance before marriage. 


2.8. Age at Marriage 


In traditional society there was the custom of child 
marriage. The marriages were usually solemnised before the 
boys had attained puberty. The practice of child marriage was 
severely criticised by many social workers, and as а result, 
social legislation was enacted declaring such Marriage as. 
unlawful. The child marriage act 1929 was passed and later 
in 1939 to make it more effective an amendment was passed 
which laid down the age of marriage 14 and 18 years res- 
pectively for girls and boys. The provision was kept that 
deviants will be heavily punished. But this social legislation 
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has not completely solved the problem, As Ross (1961) has 
pointed out “їп spite of these laws, hundreds of child marriages 
till take place all over India, on the other hand well educated 
girls tend to marry at a latter аре”. 


2.9. Marriage Age for Girls 


Here the question is asked to probe that what should be the 
age of girls and boys at marriage. The responses are 
analysed in Table 21. The age range of girls at marriage 
favoured by most of the respondents (61.84 percent) 
is 16 to 20 years. More educated have favoured this (16—20 
years) age of marriage than low educated group. Second best 
fraction of low educated group have favoured the age of marri- 
age of girls before 16 years of age, whereas second best fraction 
of high educated group have favoured the age of marriage of 
girls around 20-24 years. Persons favouring the age of marriage 
of girls above 24 years are very few. Х? calculated after com- 
bining the last two categories is 25.24 which shows that there is 
significant difference among different educational groups with 
regard to girls’ age of marriage. 


2.10. Marriage Age for Boys 


Respondents have given their views regarding age of 
marriage for boys. Responses received are tabulated in Table 
22. The difference between different educated groups with regard 
to age of marriage for boys is not significant at :01 or .05 level 
of significance. As the Х? valus is 3.43. Table 22 shows that the 
majority of educated (53.68 per cent H.S. Inter educated and 
56.25 per cent graduates and post-graduates) favour 25-30 
years as marriage age for boys, whereas majority of low 
educated (44.31 per cent) favour 20-25 years. Persons favour- 
ing below 20 years and above 20 years are very small, i.e., 3.64 
percent and 5.26 percent respectively. This suggests that 
more educated show an inclination to higher age and low 
educated to lower age of marriage for boys. 


2.11. Difference in the age of Husband and Wife 


The difference between the age of husband and wife is found 
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fairly large in traditional society in comparison to prevailing 
society. Education is supposed to reduce the large difference 
in the age of husband and wife. The responses revealed are 
categorised in table 23. 


Table 23 shows that most of the respondents (55.24 per 
cent) have favoured 3-6 years difference in the age of husband 
and wife. The second best fraction (19.35 per cent) favour 
6-9 years difference followed by less than 3 years difference in 
the age of nusband and wife. In all the educational groups 
maximum number of respondents (48.31 per cent, 57.29 per cent 
and 61.90 per cent respectively), have favoured 3-6 years 
difference. The second highest fraction of higher educated 
favour more difference ia age (6-9 years) whereas second highest 
fraction of H.S. Inter educated and middle and below enucated 
groups favour less difference in age of husband and wife. This 
shows that more educated tends to be more in favour of greater 
difference in age of husband and wife. Although Х? 
value is 9,96 which is not significant at .05 or 0.1 level of 


significance. 


2.12. Criteria of Selection of Partner : Important Consideration 


The respondents were asked to reveal what type of qualities 
and considerations they prefer at the time of marriage. The 
difference in the selection of bride and bridegroom among 
different educational groups will highlight the changes едиса- 
tion has brought about. Questions contain mainly the following 


considerations : 


1. Individual Considerations 
(a) Education, Culture and outlook. 


(Б) Physical consideration, i.€., appearance, smartness, 
character and health. 


(c) Equipment considerations in selecting bride—i.e., cook- 
ing and household work, taking to service, if necessary. 
Job—in selection of bridegroom. 


„ (4) Age of bride and bridegroom. 
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2. Group Consideration 
(а) Socio-economic status of boy/girl. Culture of girls and 
adjustability to family. 
(b) Caste and religious consideration. 
(с Relations іп the different castes. 
An account of these considerations and jheir weightage 
in selecting partner is presented as Follows. 


Selection of Bride 
In the selection of bride, matters which are considered 
most are analysed as follows with reference to different educa- 


tional groups. 


2.13. Her Kul Khandan 

The difference among high educated group and lower educa- 
ted group do not significantly differ with regard to importance 
attached to Kul and Khandan for marriage settlement. But it 
is evident from Table 24 that most of the respondents 
($8.13 рег cent) consider the Kul and Khandan important at 
the time of selection of bride. The Table also indicates that there 
is a little importance attached to it by high educated group in 
comparison to low educated groups. But as already mentioned 
the difference is not statistically significant, which suggest that 
the importance attached to Kul and Khandan is constant and 
unchanged even after the growth of educated population. 


2.14. Her Caste 

The respondents have given their views regarding impor- 
tance of bride’s caste at the time of selection of bride. The 
analysis according to their educational status is given in Table 
25. The X? value indicates that the difference among different 
educated groups is statistically significant at 05 level of signi- 
ficance. 64.93 per cent respondents favour the consideration of 
caste important, rest 35.06 per cent do not favour it. The Table 
also indicates that as the education of the respondent is high, 
the less the importance is attached to bride’s caste. 


2.15. Her Education 
The percentage distribution of respondents favouring or 
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disfavouring the consideration of bride’s education as an impor- 
tant factor at the time of selection of bride, is given in the 
Table 26. The difference among different educational groups 
with regard to bride’s education is not significant at all levels 
of significance. Table shows that 85.62 рег cent respondents 
favour the bride’s education as important consideration, only 
14.38 per cent disapprove it. 


2.16. Her Job 


The importance attached to bride, who is in job, is shown 
in Table 27. There seems no significant difference among 
different educated groups with regard to the importance 
attached to the consideration of bride’s job. The Table 
indicates that there is constant decrease in percentage of 
respondents with increased education who favour bride’s job as 
important consideration at the time of marriage settlement. 


2.17. Нег Proficiency in Household Jobs 


In respect to skills of girls as regards cooking and house- 
hold work, respondents have given responses as іп Table 28. 
Only 162 respondents (91.77 per sent) have favoured that skills 
of girls as regards cooking and household work is considered 
important. Only 8.03 per cent have said that it is not important. 
There is no significant difference among different educated 
groups with regard to consideration of skills of girls in house- 


hold work. 


2.18. Her Beauty 

Regarding beauty of girls as important consideration of 
settling marriage, respondents have given responses as in Table 
29. Out of 149 respondents 65.10 per cent of respondents have 
considered girl’s beauty an important factor for marriage settle- 
ment, Only 34.89 per cent have said that beauty is not that much 
important. The difference among different educated group is not 


Statistically significant. 


2.19. Her SES (Socio-Economic Status) 


The consideration of SES of girls is also one of the factors 
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at the time of marriage. The response in favour and disfavour 
of this considerations are represented in Table 30. Out of 134 
respondents 58.20 per cent have revealed that SES of girls ап 
important consideration at marriage time, rest 41.80 per cent 
respondents do not consider it as an important consideration. 
The difference among different educational groups is significant 
at .05 level of significance. Table shows that high educated 
groups are less in favour of SES consideration than low едиса- 


ted groups. 


2.20. Her Age 

Age of girls is thought to be one of the most important 
considerations at marriage settlement. The respondents have 
shown in table 21. Out of 147 respondents 90.47 per cent have 
favoured the consideration of age as an important age as an 
important factor. 9.52 per cent respondents do not think this 
consideration as important. From this Table it is also evident 


that higher educated groups have the tendency to give high 
importance to this consideration than low educated groups. 


2.21. Important Considerations for Вгійев Selection іп 
Hierarchical Order 

The considerations which have been manifested by respon- 
dents as important are given in hierarchical manner as shown in, 
Table 32. Table shows that the most important consideration in 
bride’s selection are her proficiency as regards cooking and! 
house-hold work, her age, Kul and Khandan, her education, 
her beauty, caste and SES. Job of the girl cannot be said 
as an important consideration for the marriage of the girls. 
The striking features of the above analysis is that the 
considerations of age and beauty of bride is increasingly’ 
acclaimed with increased education level. In all other consi- 
derations, the more educated have shown lesser interest 


than lower educated groups. 


2.22. Consideration in Selection of Bride and Educational Level: 
of Respondents 


Table 33 gives an account of where education has beem 
effective in changing the considerations in selection of bride and 


where not. 
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TABLE 32 


Educational Level of Respondents 


S. Consideration Up to Junior H.S. & ВА. & Тс 
№. Important H.S. Intermediate М.А. 
% % % % 


regards cooking 
and household 
work 89.13 96.87 88.46 91.97 
2. Нег Асе 87.88 89.39 95.0 “0.47 
3. Kul, Khandan 93,33 87.14 $2.97 88.13 
4. Her Education 89 59 83.07 85.10 35.62 
5. Нег Всашу 63.4! 62.90 69.56 65.10 
6. Her Caste 78.43 60.65 54.76 64.93 
7 Her SES 71.42 61.01 9.25 58 20 
8. Her Job 30.30 22.64 11.36 26.21 
ل س‎ 
TABLE 33 
X? Chart Showing the Effect of Education on Criteria of 
Selection of Bride 
ن‎ ек а 
Considerations where x? Considerations where 
Rank education has brought there is no significant 
about significant Changes change occured 
1. Her SES 6.76* -- 
2. Her caste 6.474" Мм 
3. = 4.27 Her job 
4 = 3.45 Her equipment as re- 


gards cooking and 
household work 
= 2.28 Her Kul and Khandan 
= .96 Her education 


75; :58 Нег ђеашу 


= Her age 
*Significant at .05 level of Significance, 


х оо л 
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Table 33 explains that where education has been most 
effective and where least, considerations of caste and SES are 
those areas where there is significant difference among different 
educated groups. In rest of the considerations, there is no 
significant difference among different educated groups. The 
table comes down with decreasing order of difference among 
different educational groups with regard to marriage considera- 
tion at bride’s selection. 


2.23. Selection of Bridegroom 


The total number of females in the sample is 34. They have 
given their views on considerations which are felt important for 
the selection of bridegroom. The Table 34 (combined) gives 
an account of the percentage of respondents which have 
favoured the consideration most and the least. The Table is 
framed as to show that the consideration favoured highly are 
at the top that follows downward with decreasing importance 
attached to each consideration. Table also shows the percent- 
age of respondents among different educational groups 
favouring each consideration. 


TABLE 34 
Important Consideration for the Selection of Bridegroom 


Rank Important Educational Status of Respondents 


Considera- — = 
tions Upto Junior Н.5. апі В.А. and Total 
HS. Intermediate | М.А. 
% % % % 
1. His Character 100.00 90 00 100.00 96.66 
2. His Kul Khandan 100.00 100.00 71.42 93.93 
3. His Education 100.00 80.00 100.00 92.59 
4. His Caste 100.00 100.00 50.00 89.28 
5. Age 92.30 80.00 80.00 85.71 
6. Job 100.00 87.5 40,00 85.18 
7. Health 87.5 77.77 75.00 80.95 
8. SES 50.00 100.90 66.66 78.57 
9. Beauty 60.00 22.22 25.00 39.13 
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Table 34 shows that in selection of bridegroom the most 
important consideration is his character. The highly educated 
give maximum importance to his character, education and age 
and least importance to his beauty, caste and job. H.S. and 
intermediated educated group gives maximum importance to his. 
Kul, Khandan, caste and socio-economic status and least im- 
portance to beauty, health, age and education. Low educated 
group (educated up to Junior H.S.) gives maximum importance 
to this character, Kul and Khandan, education, caste апа his. 
job and least importance to his SES, beauty and health. 


2.24. Social Restrictions for Widows 


In India particularly in rural India, there are different types. 
of social restrictions abserved with regard to widows. They 
have to live simple and sacrificial life with all the joys of life 
abondoned. Restrictions imposed upon them lead to that 
extent that they are bound to leave a pitiful life. Few questions. 
were asked about what are the restrictions prevailing in the 
area which widows have to observe. The response pattern. 
shows following restrictions in general. 


2.25. Restriction to be Observed by Widows 


Most of the respondents reveal that following restrictions. 
have to be observed by widows (Table ash 


TABLE 35 
Restrictions to be Observed by Widows 
о ВВ малта була 


Sr. №. Restrictions Observed Respondents | Регсепіаре 


і Еу, АШИ Sit 


+ Not to make-up 152 60.55 
21 Not to take non-vegetarian diet 133 52.98 
3. No to put on colourful clothes 132 52.58 
4, Not to re-marry 12) 48.20 


менти И а а АЛА ES i EE 


Table 35 reflects that make-up, type of food and clothes аге: 
most restricted things. Not to re marry is also equally restrict-- 
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ed. Alongwith these restrictions some respondents have given 
more restrictions in practice, i.e., not to take onion and garlic, 
taking meals only after bath and gagras dena, to be calm and 
quiet, to worship God for the peace of husband’s soul. Some 
of the typical restrictions are, not to go to mela (fair) in night 
alone and ‘to live a whole unhappy life’. 


When asked whether these all restrictions are necessary to 
observe by widows. the respondents have given following 
respondents which are shown in Table 36. 


2.26. Restrictions for Widows 


Respondents who have favoured and disfavoured the all 
restrictions imposed on widows are shown in Table 36. The 
Table shows that 49.0 per cent respondents have favoured and 
51.0 per cent respondents have disfavoured the social restric- 
tions imposed on widows. The Х? value is 17.88, which shows 
that there is significant difference in the views of different 
educational groups with regard to observance of restrictions by 
widows. The Table 36 clearly indicates that the most 
educated have least favoured these restrictions whereas low 
educated have highly favoured these restrictions. 


Regarding the vital question of widows’ re-marriage, the 
responses of different educational groups are tabulated in 
Table 37. 


2.27. Widow Re-marriage 


Responses regarding widow re-marriage has been analysed 
in Table 37. 


The Table 37 shows that 58.5 per cent respondents favour 
that widow re-marriage can be done and 41.5 per cent respon- 
dents say that it cannot be done. The X? value is 12.18, which 
reveals that there is significant difference among different 
educated groups with regard to widow re-marriage. The 
Table also indicates the high educated persons are more in 
favour of widow’s re-marriage than low educated persons. 


2.28. When Should Widow Re-marry 
Some more questions were asked to probe deep into the 
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question of widow's re-marriage. Those respondents who have 
favoured widow’s re-marriage were next asked “Іп which 


circumstances a widow should ге-таггу”? The responses 
pattern in Table 38. 


Table 38 shows that most of the respondents (52.09 per 
cent) have favoured that widow should be free to re-marry if 
she desires. Second highest fraction feels that widow should 
ге-таггу only when she is issuelsss. Some 16.76 per cent says 
‘that widow should re-marry when society desires to do so. 
Educational level-wise differences are of little value. 


2.29. Intercaste Marriage 


In traditional Hindu Society, marriages were arranged 
Strictly within caste membership. Intercaste шаггїарез were 
condemned severely. Now with the spread of education, 
intercaste marriages are getting momentum day by day. To 
effect social equality, intercaste marriages are encouraged and 
legislation is enacted for that purpose. Неге, in this section it 
has been examined that how much favour has been shown by 
different educated groups for intercaste marriages ? Whether 
they favour government’s encouragement for intercaste mar- 


Tiage or not? The Table 39 reveals the trend in the area 
under investigation. 


Table `9 reveals that 59.8 per cent respondents do not fa- 
voured the idea of marriage in easte other than theirs. Only 40.2 
per cent have favoured marrying in other caste. There is signifi- 
cant difference among different educational groups with regard 
to intercaste marriage. The value of X? is 6.4, which is significant 
at .05 level of significance. The higher the level of education, 
the higher the acceptance for intercaste Marriage is shown. 


2.30. Government’s Encouragement for Intercaste Marriage 


Regarding the government’s encouragement to intercaste 
Marriage programme, Tespondents have given in table 40. 
X? value of 5.10 do not show significant difference among 
different educational groups. 


However, 53.3 per cent have 


that the higher the level of education of Tespondents, the higher 
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the agreement with government’s policy of encouraging inter- 
caste marriages is shown, 


TABLE 41 


X? Values Showing the Effect of Education Upon 
Different Aspects of Institution of Marriage 


Different Aspects of Institution of X? Value Showing Difference 
Marriage Among Different Educational 
Groups 


All рг`уаЙте marriage rituals 


necessary/not necessary 15.29** 
Marriage settlement by parents/by 

themselves 30.24** 
Horoscope matching for marriage 

finalisation necessary/not necessary 8.79** 
Оозгу practiced/not practiced 2.18 
Dowry necessary/not necessary 

in principles 23.34** 
Acquintence before marriage 1.51 
Marriage age for girls 25.24** 
Marriage age for boys 3.34 
Difference in age of marriage 

between husband wife 9.96 
Consideration of Киї and Khandan 

in selection of bride 2.8 
Caste consideratioa ` 6.47 
Her education 93 
Her job 4.27 
Her proficiency in household work 3.45 
Her beauty 158 
Нег 585 6.76% 
Restrictions for widows у А 176% 
Widow re-marriage 1218** 
Intercaste marriage 6.4* 
Government encouragement 5.10 


** Significant at .01 level of significance. 
* Significant at .05 level of significance. 
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It is evident from the Table 41 that the differences among 
different educational groups regarding the necessity of all 
marriage rituals is significant at .01 level of significance. Most 
educated persons are less in favour of the necessity of rituals of 
marriage. Most of the respondents belonging to higher 
educated group are in favour of marriage settlement with the 
desire of parents after consulting boy and girl. Lower educated 
group is more in favour of marriage settlement with the desire 
of parents alone, in comparison to higher educated group. 
More educated groups do not consider Horoscope matching 
necessary as compared with lower educated groups. The diffe- 
rences are significant at .01 level of significance. 


Dowry has not been considered necessary for marriage by 
higher educated group as compared to lower educated groups. 
The differences are significant at .01 level of significance. But 
there is по significant difference among these groups on dowry 
practice. Acquaintance of boy and girl before marriage has 
been considered necessary by most of the respondents (79.2 
per cent). But there is no significant difference among different 
educated groups. 


Age of marriage has gone up with increased education. The 
differences among different educated groups are significant at 
.01 level of significance. The difference between age of husband 
and wife has been favoured to be -—6 years by majority of 
respondents (i.e., 55.24 per cent). Regarding the difference іп 
age there is no significant difference among different educational 
groups. у 


Important considerations for the selection of bride has been 
revealed in order of preference as ‘her skills in cooking and 
household work’, her age. Kul and Khandan, her education, 
beauty, caste, SES and her job. There is significant difference 
among high educated group and low educated group with 
regard to consideration of caste and SES. In other considera- 
tions, difference is not significant. More educated give less. 
importance to caste: nd SES of bride at the time of bride’s 
selection than low educated groups. 


In selection of bridegroom the most important considera- 
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tions are his character, Kul and Khandan, his education, caste, 
job, age, health, SES and beauty. The most undesirable 
qualities revealed are his being a drinker, gambler and charac- 
terless and followed by being smoker, illiterate, vagabond, 
jobless, mad, etc. Regarding social restrictions to widow it has 
been found that more educated discard these restrictions more 
than low educated. There is significant difference among 
different educated groups in this respect. There is significant 
difference among different educated groups regarding widow 
remarriage. More educated persons have favoured widow 
remarriage more than low educated persons. The most 
undesirable restrictions for widows as found are in following 
order—‘not to re-marry, ‘not (о re-marry’, ‘not to make- 
up’, ‘to take only vegetarian meal’, ‘not to put on colourful 
clothes’ and ‘not to fall in love’. There is significant differe- 
nee among low educated and high educated groups regarding 
intercastes marriage. More educated group has favoured 
intercaste marriage more than low educated group. Regarding 
the government’s policy to encourage intercaste marriage, 
educated up to High School and intermediate have favoured 
least followed by the group educated up to Junior H.S. Higher 
educated group has favoured it highest. It seems that greater 
Opposition comes from the high school and intermediate group 
in this matter. 


3. Education and Untouchability 


In democracy, equality is a pre-requisite and so abolish 
untouchability, is a constitutional obligation to be fulfilled by 
the Indian Government. It has mainly two broad spheres of 
practices—Public and Private. Public sphere includes partici- 
pation in panchayat meetings, use of water facilities, taking 
meals with others, travelling by bus, etc. Private sphere includes 
entry into the Savarna’s temple, entry into Savarna’s house, 
employment in Savarna’s house, etc, 


The practice of untouchability is common in different parts 
of India in various degrees and forms, But with the introduction 
of various measures, the situation has undergone some signifi- 
cant change. These measures are education, urbanisation and ) 
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economic upliftment. Here this dimension has been examined 
from two angles : 


(i) whether the Government policy of reservation for 
scheduled castes in the field of jobs is correct or пої 7 


(i) whether discrimination towards scheduled castes in 
private and public spheres is correct or not ? 


3.1. Reservation for Scheduled Castes 


Under this aspect it was asked that whether the policy of 
reservation for Scheduled Castes should continue or not? The 
analysis of responses has been carried out in Table 42. The 
value of Х? is 7.22 which is significant at .05 level. This 
means that different educational groups differ with regard to 
reservation for scheduled castes. The higher educated tend to 
disfavour this policy, but educationally lower people tend to 
favour it. This difference in negative direction may be 
attributable to the wide spread unemployment in educated 
masses. Only 34.8 per cent have favoured its continuance in 
comparison to 65.2 per cent, who disfavoured it. 


3.2. Reasons in Support of Reservation for Scheduled Castes 


Those who have favoured the continuation of reservatiom 
for Scheduled Castes gave reasons as shown in Table 43. 


Table 43 shows that main reasons to support the policy of 
reservation for scheduled Castes are: it will promote ‘equality’, 
‘social justice’, and “Nation will be strong’. The higher educat- 
ed group has constantly favoured all reasons less than lower 
educated groups barring the reason of ‘social justice’. It 
was assigned higher value by higher educated group. Although 
the average response percentage of higher educated group is 


smaller than other groups: 


3.2. Entry ої Harijans in Savarna’s Temple 


The responses regarding entry of Harijans іп Savarna’s 
temples are shown with the help of the Table 44. 


The Table 44 reveals that 57.1 per cent respondents are of 
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the opinion that entry in Savarna’s temples should be allowed 
to Harijans whereas 42.9 per cent are against this. The difference 
among different education groups are not Statistically signifi- 
cant. As X? value is 4.62 (Not significant at .05), However, 
from the Table 44 it is evident that there is a shift in thinking 
of higher educated groups as 68.3 per cent respondents of 
higher educated group favour the entry of Harijans into the 
Savarna’s temples in comparison to 51.1 per cent respondents 
of low educated group. 


3.4. Taking Meals with Savarna 


It was asked whether it is alright to take food with 
Savarna’s. The responses are analysed іп Table 45. The X? 
value of 11.93 shows that there is significant difference among 
different educated groups regarding taking meals with Savarna. 
In all 58 рег cent Tespondents have accepted to take meal 
together with Harijans in comparison to 42 per cent respondents 
who have not accepted. The higher the level of education the 
higher is the acceptance for taking meals with Harijans, and the 


lower the level of education the lower the acceptance for taking 
meals with Harijans. 


There seems to be great change among all categories of 
upper caste to accept the Harijans at equal level in social and 
private spheres even in rural areas. It is clear with observation 
that high caste Brahmin taking tea do not get up now from 
that bench where some Harijans join. As observed, Savarna 


younger age group are more liberal in this regard than older 
generation. 


Table 46 shows that there is significant difference at .01 level 
of significance among different educational groups regarding 
reservation policy and taking of food by Savarna together with 


Harijans. But no significant difference exists, regarding entry 
of Harijans into Savarna’s temple, 


Study of the Table 46 indicates clearly that in areas where 
strong religious and traditional practices are in vogue, the 
attitude of caste Hindus is undergoing swift change because of 
Education otherwise it remains as it was in the past. 
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TABLE 46 


X* Values Showing Effect of Education on Caste and 
Reservation Policy 


i ее И 


Different Aspects of Caste X? Values’ Showing Difference Among 
Different Educational Groups 
Regarding Untouchability and 
Reservation Policy 


Reservation for Scheduled Castes 


should continue 7.82" 
Entry ої Harijans into Savarna 

Temple 4.62 
Taking meals with Savarna 11.93** 


Шаа алы ee ONT N OT A 
* Significant at 05 level of significance. 
** Significant at .01 level of significance. 


4. Fducation and Religion 


The institution of religion has been of crucial importance in 
Indian society. There is no aspect of Hindu life which is not 
touched by its religion. From birth till death a Hindu has to 
participate in countless religious ceremonies. Most of the 
authorities maintain that religion signifies a belief in super- 
natural or mysterious powers, that this belief is associated with 
feeling of awe, fear, reverence, and that it expresses itself in 
various overt activities which are meant to deal with those 
powers. So, two broad aspects of religion can be distin- 
guished—one concerns the faith of persons in super natural 
power and the other is associated with rituals and religious 


‘ceremonies. 
Here questions are asked to probe into the religious beliefs 
of respondents and their modes of practicing religion. 


4.1. Belief in Ramayana and Mahabharata 
Ramayana and Mahabharta are two great Hindu epics of 
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masses. The common life philosophies have been originated 
and explained out of these great epics. The imaginations of ideal 
life relates with the events and outcomes narrated in these great 
epics. These are worshipped with a sense of purity and truth. 
A stronghold of these holy books reflects in day to day acti- 
vities of Hindus that elders set example before youngers to lead 
a life of purity and Karma on the guidlines given therein. Here 
we are to examine that what effect education has produced on 
the religious beliefs of people. The Table 47 reveals the diffe- 
Tences generated because of educational expansion. 


The Table 47 reveals that 83.0 per cent respondents believe 
in Ramayana and. Mahabharata and 17 percentdo not. The 
higher educated groups believe less than lower educated groups. 
With the increase in educational level, the belief on these epics 
has been reduced. However, differences due to education are 
Not significant at .01 or .05 level of significance, 


4.2, Religious Festivals 


Regarding necessity of all religious festivals, the different 
education groups have shown their reaction in table 48, 
It is evident from the Table 48 that there is significant 
difference among different educational groups regarding the 
necessity of all religious festivals. The difference is significant 
at .01 level of significance. The more educated group feel the 
least necessity of all religious festival in comparison’ to low 
educated groups. With increase in level of education there is 
decrease in the necessity of all religious festivals, 


4.3. Observance of Different Rules of Religion 


The older generation in rural areas of India still observe the 
rules of worship, food taking, entry into the temple and 
worshipping ancestors, It is expected that younger generation, 
having a higher education will not adhere to these rules. This. 
has been examined and analysed in the following manner: 


4.4. Observance of Rules of Worship 


The Table 49 gives the account of difference among 
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different educated groups with tegard to observance of rules 
of worship. 


The Table 49 clearly shows that more educated observe the 
worship rules less than low educated group. The higher the 
Education the less observance of the worship rules is found, as 
X? value of 14.06 shows a significant difference at .01 level of 
significance among different educational groups. 


4.5. Rules Related to Taking Food 


The Table 50 shows the percentage of respondents among 


different educated groups regarding observance of rules related 
taking of food. 


Table 50 shows that the obedience of the rules of eating 
decrease slowly with increase in education. With decrease in 
educational level, there is increase in obedience of rules of 
eating. 


4.6. Rules Related to Entry into the Temple 


The views of different educated groups regarding observance’ 


of rules related to entry into the temple are shown in the 
Table 51. 


The Table 51 shows that different educated groups differ 
significantly with Tegard to obeying the rules of entry into: 
temple (the X? value is 18.28 which is significant at .01 level of 
Significance). The Table also indicates that as the level of 
education increases the percentage of respondents obeying the 
rules of entry into temple decreases. 


4.7. Obeying the Rules of Ancestral Worship 


The difference among different educated groups with regard 
to obeying rules of ancestral worship are shown with the help 
of Table 52. 


It is clear from the Table 52 that there is significant 
difference among different educated groups with regard to 
obeying the rules of ancestral worship. With increase of 
education there is definite decrease in maintaining the rules of 
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ancestral worship. Х? value is Significant at .01 level of 
significance. 


4.8. Temple Visits 


The more the religious а man is the more he will visit the 
temples. Respondents were asked as how many times they 
visit temples. The responses are as Table 53. There is so 
significant difference among different educated groups 
regarding the pattern of temple visits. Most of the respon- 
dents (83.19 per cent) visit temple off and оп. 10.65 per cent 
respondents visit temple daily and 6.14 per cent do not visit 
at all. 


4.9. Purification Ceremony (Janeoo) 


As generally observed and complained that some of the old 
traditions are dying fast. One such is related with the purifica- 
tion ceremony for boys (i.e., Janeoo). The data are analysed 
in Table 54. The table shows that 84.3 per cent respondents 
feel that purification ceremony (Janeoo) for boys is necessary. 
While only 15.7 per cent say that it is not necessary. Education- 
wise differences are not significant. X? value is .83 which is not 
significant any level of significance. However, the trend mani- 
fested in the Table 54 indicates that higher the education 
the lower is the inclination for this ceremony. 


4.10. Believe in the Evil Spirits (Bhoot, Prait) 


The percentage of respondents according to their educa- 
tional background who believe in the existence of evil spirits is 
shown in Table 55. Оці of total respondents, 48.27 per cent 
believe in the existence of evil spirits whereas 51.72 per cent do 
not believe in it. The difference in different educational 
groups are not statistically significant. However Table 55 
indicates that with the increase in education there is constant 
decrease in faith on the existence of evil spirits. 


4.11. Believe іп 84 Lakhs Incarnations (Yoni) 


Table 56 shows that there is significant difference among 
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different educational groups regarding faith оп 84 lakh forms 
of life. The difference is significant at .01 level of significance. 
53.85 per cent respondents no not believe in this concept of 84 
lakh forms of life while 46.15 per cent respondents 
believe in it. Higher educated group have shown little faith in 
these incarnations than lower educated groups. 


4.12. Faith on Swarga-Narka 


There is a common believe about the existence of Swarga 
and Матка. Respondents were asked to show their reaction 
over this question. The responses are given in Table 57. The 
difference among different educated groups regarding the faith 
on Swarga-Narka is significant at .05 level of significance. 
The higher the level of education the lower the degree of faith 
Оп Swarga-Narka concept. 


4.13. Superstition 


Questions related to the superstitions of respondents were 
asked and analysed according their educational level. 


Table 5g shows that there is significant difference at .05 
level of significance among different educated groups regarding 
superstitious beliefs. The higher educated group tend to be 
less superstitious in comparison to lower educated group. 


It is evident from the above analysis that education has 
not altered the faith of people on Holi books of Ramayana 
and Mahabharata. However, there seems some decrease in 
faith with increase in education. Regarding the necessity of 
all religious festivals, higher educated are in less favour of 
religious festivals than lower educated groups. Regarding obser- 
vance of worship rules, rules related to entry in the temple and 
tules of ancestral worship, there is significant difference among 
lower educated group and higher ones. But there is по signi- 
ficant difference in observance of rules related to taking 
meals, 


The most essential elements of religion as ranked are—‘love 
for all living beings’, ‘brotherhood’, ‘God worship’, ‘to obey 
caste rules’ and ‘perform balidan’. ‘performing rituals’, 
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‘balidan’, Чо obey caste rules’ аге not considered important by 
higher educated group as compared to lower ones. Most of 
the respondents visit temples off and on and purification 
ceremony (Janeoo) has been considered essential by all groups. 
There is significant difference among low educated group and 
higher educated groups regarding the concept of Swarga and 
Narka and believe on 84 lakh forms of life. But the differences 
are not significant with regard to belief on existence of evil 
spirits. Regarding superstitious beliefs higher educated groups 
tend to be less superstitious in nature than low educated people. 


In short, education has contributed in effecting modifica- 
tion and rationalization of religious faiths and practices of the 
educated rurals. 


5. Education and Status of Women 


The status of women of a country is to be measured by a 
number of indicators, viz., education, economic position, social 
position, political and legal status, etc. 


The status of Indian women, although a bit better than it 
was in nineteenth century, is still not so satisfactory. They 
have yet to achieve oppression-free and exploitation-free status. 
The following analysis shows the status of women in society. 


5.1. Position of Women in Society 


It was asked whether the position of women in society is 
above men, below or equal to them? The response-pattern is 
shown in Table 59. 


There is significant difference among different educational 
groups (at .01 level) regarding position of women in society. 
There are more number of higher educated petsons who favour 
that women’s place in society is equal to men. The greater 
number of lower educated respondents say that women’s place 
in society is lower than men. 


5.2. Economic Position of Women 


In economic field, we see today that many more women than 
before are in employment outside the home, It is true that in 
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developing country like India many women workers are to be 
found engaged in agriculture, mining, plantation and industries. 
Today, as a result of higher education, more women of the 
middle and upper strata are seeking gainful employment. 


The Table 60 relates with the economic freedom to 
women in terms of job freedom and right of parental property 
to them equal to men. 


5.3. Economic Freedom 


Respondents were asked to answer the question that whether 
women can do any job like men? The responses received are 
in Table 60. Тһе differences among lower educational 
group and higher educational group are not Significant. How- 
ever, there is slight inclination of lower educated group to 
favour the economic freedom of women. It is interesting to 
note that higher educated have favoured less the freedom of 
job for women than lower educated group. 


5.4. Job Preference for Women 


Respondents who do not favour the job freedom to women 
restricted the number of jobs for them in Table 61. 


It is evident from the Table 61 that most of the respondents 
who do not allow freedom of job to women, have restricted 
them to confine to household jobs followed by teaching, knitting 
and spinning, agriculture, handicraft and small-scale industries 
at home, etc, Professional, technical and executive jobs for 
women are not supported by majority of respondents. Only 
7.5 per cent respondents have favoured the profession of 
doctor and nurse, 5 per cent favour clerical jobs and 2.5 per 
cent favour the jobs of gram-sevika. Technical, executive, 
lawyer, and the business sides are favoured by only a small 
section of higher educated group (і.е., 3.84 per cent). One 
typical 40 years old male villager said “Woh Bhee Куа Мага 
Thahara Jo Aurat Ki Kamayee Кћауе". 


The difference among different educational groups 
is clearly evident from the Table. The analysis reveals 
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that no lower educated person (having an education upto H.S. 
and Intermediate) have favoured the job for women in executive 
and technical branches, whereas 3.84 per cent higher educated 
persons have fovoured these jobs for women. The agricultural 
jobs are highly favoured by lower educated group in comparison 
to higher educated one. The favour for the job of teaching 
increases with the increase in education. The pattern made for 
different educational groups with first 3 ranks is given in 
Table 62. 


TABLE 62 
Job Preference for Women and Educational Level 


Educational Status of Respondents 


Rank Upto Junior H.S. H.S. aad Intermediate ВА. and М.А. 


1 Teaching 
1.5 Household, job Household job, knit- 
of teaching ting and spinning 
2 Housebold jobs 
3 Knitting and spin- Teaching Knitting and 
ning spinning 


This shows that lower educated group give equal importance 
to teaching and household jobs whereas higher educated group 
has given first preference to teaching job than household jobs, 
knitting and spinning. The high school and intermediate 
group gives less significance to teaching job for women than 
household duties. 


5.5. Right of Parental Property for Women 


The views of respondents regarding the rights of women for 
parental property are given in Table 63. 


The difference among lower educated group and higher 
education group regarding the right of parental property 
for women is significant at .05 level of Significance, but 
not at .01 level of significance. 91.8 per cent higher 
educated persons feel that women should have the right 
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of parental property as compared to 75.6 per cent low educated 
persons. In all 84.0 per cent respondents have supported the 
cause of women for the rights of parental property. 


5.6. Education of Girls 


One of the main index of the status of women is the educa- 
tion for them. The respondents were asked that how much 
education you will favour for girls starting from primary to 
post-graduation. The responses received are given in Table 64. 


The Table 64 shows that there is significant difference 
among different educated groups regarding the education of 
girls. More educated respondents have favoured more educa- 
tion for girls. Most of the Post-graduates respondents 
favoured education for girls upto post-graduation level. Most 
of the high school and intermediated educated respondents have 
favoured an education upto high school and intermediate and 
the respondents who are educated upto Junior High School 
mostly restrict girl’s education upto Junior High School. 


5.7. Co-education 


The question of co-education is of vital importance for 
tural parents. They are not free minded to send their 
daughters to co-educational institutions and resist it. The 
respondents have given their opinion over the issue in Table 65. 


Table 65 shows that the difference among different educa- 
tional groups regarding co-education for girl is significant at 
.05 level of significance. The favour for co-education for girls 
increase with increased education. 


5.9. The Main Duties of Women 


Respondents were asked to give their views regarding the 
main duties of women. Table 66 reflects the response pattern to 
this effect. Most of the respondents (68.52 per cent) have re- 
vealed that the most important duty of women is to be a good 
mother and a house-wife. Nearly equal fraction (64.94 per cent) 
of respondents feel that the main duty of woman is to be skilled 
in house-hold jobs. Only 21.11 per cent respondents have 
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favoured the main duty of women to achieve highest positions. 
With the increase of education there is decreasing number of 
respondents to support the main duty of women to achieve 
highest position. With the increase of education the increasing 
percentage of respondents favour the duty of woman as to be a 
good mother and house-wife. 


5.9. Freedom of Choice to Adopt Modern Style of Living 


Table 67 indicates that not much number of the respondents 
have favoured the freedom of women to stick to the above 
western style of living. Only 37.84 per cent have favoured that 
women can use lipstick and rest of respondents (62.16 per cent) 
have either said that they cannot use lipstick or have not res- 
ропдед. Only 29.08 рег cent respondents have favoured the 
‘short hair’ style of women followed by putting on shirt and 
pant (ї.е., 24.30 рег cent respondents). Smoking and drinking 
are largely not favoured at all. Only a small fraction of 9.16 
per cent and 9.36 percent respondents agree that they can 
smoke or drink. 


TABLE 68 


Modern Customs—Ranking With Educational Level of 
Respondents 


Educational Level of Respondents 


In my opinion women Upto Junior H.S. and B.A. and 

should be able, if they H.S. Intermediate М.А. 

wish to adopt (һе 

following modern cus- Rank Rank Rank 

toms 

س کے 

Lipstick 1 1 1 
Short hair 2 2 3 
Shirt pant 3 3 2 
Smoking 4 5 4 
ЮгїпКїпр 5 4 5 


АРЕ ы е УТЕ TT Е о 
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There are small differences in responses of higher educated 
and lower educated groups. Higher educated groups do not mind 
putting on the shirt and pant by women, whereas lower educated 
groups do not mind them to be with short hair. There is almost 
no difference in ranking for the smoking and drinking for wo- 
men in lower education and higher education groups. But High 
School and Intermediate education group mind smoking more 
than drinking. 


TABLE 69 


X? Values Showing the Effect of Education Upon Some 
Aspects of Status of Women 


Aspects of Women’s Status and X? Values Showing Difference in 
Co-education of Girls Different Educational Groups 


. Position of women in Society— 


below/equal/or above men 16.47** 
2. Job freedom to women 2.44 
3. Rights of Parental property 7.84* 
4. Education for girls 35.26** 
5. Co-education 8.43* 


**Significant at .01 level of significance. 
*Significant at .05 level of significance. 


The Table 69 reveals that there is significant difference 
among different educational groups with regard to ‘position of 
women in society’, ‘rights of parental property for women’, 
‘education for girls’, and ‘co-education’. The differences аге 
significant at ‚01 level regarding ‘position of women in society’ 
and ‘education for girls’ and at .05 - level regarding ‘rights of 
parental property for women’ and ‘co-education’, 


6. Education and Morality Patterns 


Under this section, the items relate to obedience to parents 
sexual purity, bribery, honesty, truthfulness and moral charac’ 
ter. The analysis for these items goes on systematically as 
below. 


ааа а алаа 
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6.1. Obedience to Parents 


Here the question put before respondents was—whether one 
should show obedience to parents under all circumstances ? 
Responses received are analysed in Table 70. 


There is no significant difference among different education 
groups regarding obedience to parents under all circumstances. 
The X? value is 3.13 which is not significant at .05 level of 
significance. It can be seen that there is slight shift for more 
educated as they are less inclined to be obedient to parents 
under all the circumstances. 


6.2. Sexual Purity 

Here the question asked was that—it is not proper to see 
other’s wife with sex intention. The responses are tabulated in 
Table 71. It is clear that the difference is significant at .01 
level of significance. The higher educated group is more in 
disagreement with this concept that one should not see other’s 
wife. They say there is no sin if one sees the wife of the 
others with sex intention. But lower educated group disagrees 
with it. 


6.3. Bribery 

Here the question put to respondents was—under any cir- 
cumstances one should not give bribe ? The analysis of the 
responses are given in Table 72. 


Table 72 reveals that there is no significant difference among 
different educational groups regarding giving bribes. 78.18 per 
cent tespondents are of the opinion that one should not give 
bribe under any circumstances. But 21.81 per cent differ in this 


regard. 


6.4. Honesty 

Respondents have been asked to give their opinion regarding 
the relevance of honesty in day-to-day life. The analysis is given 
in Table 73. The Table shows that there is no significant 
difference among different educational groups regarding honesty 
as the best policy in life. Total 90.68 per cent respondents 
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approve the value of honesty, while only 9.32 per cent have 
refuted it. 


6.5. Truthfulness 


Respondents were asked to give their opinion regarding the 
truthfulness that truth always wins. The responses have been 
analysed in Table 14. The Table shows that there is по signi- 
ficant difference among lower educated and higher educated 
groups regarding ‘truth always wins’. 86.06 per cent do have 
the faith in truthfulness. 


6.6. Moral Character 


The respondents have been asked to manifest their reactions 
to the importance of moral character for progress. The 
analysis is given in Table 75. The Table shows that total 94.7 5 
per cent respondents feel that moral character plays important 
part in the progress of man. Only 5.25 per cent have not 
agreed with it. The Table also indicates that the importance 
of moral character is increasing with the rise of education. 


It can be mentioned that morality patterns of higher edu- 
cated and low educated groups do not differ significantly except 
in case of looking other’s wife with sex intention. In all the 
other five items included in the morality-pattern analysis there 
is no significant difference among different educated groups. 


7. Education and Alienation 


Here an attempt has been made to examine whether educa- 
tion is alienation generating factor or not? Тһе responses аге 
given in Table 76. 


The study of Table 76 shows that the maximum number 
of respondents (ће., 85.71 per cent) agree that one should be 
cautious so that he is not deceived by others. Differences 
according to educational levels of respondents are negligible. 
61.57 per cent of respondents agree that there is some relevance 
of education. But this agreement is decreasing with the in- 
crease in educational level. Percentage of higher educated 
respondents is less in comparison to lower educational groups, 
who feel that life is meaningless. Regarding the item ‘immoral 
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man can only progress’, total 24.69 per cent respondents agree 
with this statement. The agreement of lower educated group 
is less than higher ones. In case of item ‘feel lonely’, only 
22.5 per cent respondents have agreed with it. With the 
increase in educational status the manifestation of loneliness is 
decreasing. 


To reveal the differences among different educational 
groups X values have been computed for each item which аге 
shown in Table 77. 


TABLE 77 
X? Values Showing Difference Among Different Educational 
Groups on Alienation Items 
E A E АЖАЛЫ олы Ta ын | 5 >. 
Alienation Items Ха 


MART Бышы свиню E ШОЇ а С Вы. ааа 


Progress through immoral ways 37 
Deception 4.07 
Relevance of Education 6.30* 
Estrangement 3.17 
Loneliness 4.73 
Meaninglessness of life 17219 


س 


*Significant at .05 level 


It is evident from the Table 77 of Х? values that higher 
education group and lower education groups differ significantly 
(at .05 level of significance) on the items of relevance of edu- 
cation and meaninglessness of life. In other 4 items, there is 
no significant difference among different educational groups. 
The line of effect of education can be shown in the following 
order: 

1. Meaninglessness of life. 

2. Relevance of education. 
3. Feeling of loneliness. 
4 


Deception. 
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5. Estrangement. 
6. Progress through immoral ways. 


8. Education and Social Participation 


Few questions were meant to probe into the degree of social 
participation of respondents with varying educational qualifi- 
cations. There were in all seven items put before them. The 
responses of which are analysed in the Table 78, 


TABLE 78 
Social Participation by Educational Levels 


— дд 


Educational Status of Respondents 


Participation in Upto Junior H.S. and B.A.and Total 


HS. Intermediate M.A. 

% % % % 
Plantation programme 92.30 92.70 96.87 93.62 
Death of someone in 
village 93.40 89.58 95.31 92.43 
Marriage and other 
occasions 93.40 88.54 95.31 92.03 
School festivals 87,91 90.62 94.43 91.63 
Village meetings 89.01 89.59 90.62 89.64 
Bhajan-Kirtan 89.01 81.25 68.75 80.87 
Local fairs 51.64 51.04 70.31 56.17 


Table 78 shows that higher educated group has constantly 
higher percentage on social participation under each item 
except the item of Bhajan-kirtan where low educated group has 
the higher score of participation. The ranks for each item is 
given in Table 79. 


Study of Table 79 shows that there is no significant associa- 
tion for the social participation items between groups educated 
upto Junior High School and Intermediate and upto Junior 
High School and Post-graduate. But there is significant 
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TABLE 79 


Social Participation Items—Ranking by Educational Levels 


ш-----------------------------------------:-:5:::-:-::-: 


Items on Social Middle and H.S and B.A, and 
Participation Below Intermediate M.A. 
Ranks Ranks Ranks 
------------------------ 

Village meeting 4.5 3.5 5 
Local fairs 7 7 6 
School festivals 6 2 1 
Death of somebody 1.5 3.5 3.5 
Bhajan-kirtan 4.5 6 7 
Plantation 3 1 2 
Marriage and other occasions 1.5 5 3.5 


-------------------------------------------------- 


r JI=.295 (Correlation between Junior H.S. and Intermediate group) 


rIH=.849 (Correlation between Intermediate and higher educated 
group) 

rJH=.265 (Correlation between Junior H.S. and higher educated 
group) 


س 


association at .05 level between intermediate and higher edu- 
cated groups regarding social participation. 


9. Education апа Friendship Patterns 


The on-going analysis has been attempted in connection to 
the friendship patterns of higher educated, intermediate educat- 
ed and lower educated groups in the village settings. Other 
relevant variables like occupation and age-groups have also 
been included. . 


9.1. Educational Levels of Respondents and Their Friends 
The relationship between educational levels of respondents 
and their friends is shown with the help of Table 80. 


The analysis reveals that there is significant differences 
among different educational groups with regard to level of 
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education of their friends. Higher educated group has mostly 
higher educated friends, lower educated group has mostly lower 
educated friends. The X* value of 80.3 is significant at .01 
level of significance, 


9.2. Educational Levels of Respondents and Occupation of 
their Friends 


The correlation between the different educational groups of 
respondents and occupation of their friends is shown with the 
help of Table 81. 


The correlation value for different educational groups has 
been found out as below : 


TABLE 81 (A) 


Group Correlation 
ее 
г Л (Junior H.S. and Intermediate) 173 
г ІН ({ntermediate and Higher educated) -80 


r JH (Junior High School and Higher educated) .37 


ET 


The above analysis reveals that with increase in educational 
level the friendship has shifted from those having agricultural 
occupation to persons having an occupation of teaching, cleri- 
cal/Government jobs and professional jobs. Most of the 
respondents belonging to lower educational group have shown 
their friezdship with agriculturists followed by clerks, rural 
artisan and labourers. Intermediate education group has 
shown their friendship with agriculturist, clerical and govern- 
ment job holders followed dy teachers and businessmen. The 
higher educated group has shown equal preference to govern- 
ment job holders/=lerks and teachers followed by agriculturists. 


The correlation values of .73, .80 and .37 are for groups 
Junior Н.$. and Intermediate, Intermediate and higher educated 
and Junior H.S. and higher educated respectively. These values 
do not show significant relationship between different educatio- 
nal groups at .05 level. However, the maximum deviation has 
occured between Junior H.S. and higher educated groups. 
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9.3. Educational Level of Respondents and Age ої Friends 


Correlation between the educational levels of the respon- 
dents and the age of their friends preferred is shown with the 
help of the Table 82. The analysis reveals that there is signifi- 
cant difference among different educational groups regarding age 
group of friends preferred. Most of the higher and lower educa- 
ted respondents (i.e, 64.61 per cent and 61.18 per cent) have 
preferred age group of 26 to 45 years as their friends. In High 
School and Intermediate educated group, majority of respon- 
dents (і.е., 50 per cent) show their friendship with individual 
having an age below 25 years. The highest fraction of res- 
pondents among all the three educational categories favouring 
higher age group (i.e., 45 years and above), belong to the group 
educated upto Junior High School. There is none in higher 
education group showing friendship with individual falling in 
age group 45 years and above. 


10. Education and Village Leadership 


This section deals with the leadership pattern and its 
characteristics in villages. 


10.1. Judgements of Village-Panchayats 


In Table 83, respondents have given responses to reveal 
about the righteousness of judgements made by village Pan- 
chayats. It shows that there is no significant difference among 
different educational groups regarding the righteousness of 
judgements made by уШаре-рапсһауа(в. 52.59 per cent 
respondents favoured the judgements made by village 
panchayats as right. But nearly equal number of respondents, 
i.e., 47.11 per cent say that the judgements made are wrong. It 
is evident from the Table that education is generating opposi- 
tion about judgements made by village panchayats. 


10.2. Education and Leadership Preference 


Respondents were asked to nominate three persons in order 
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of preference for the village leadership. The response patterns 
with reference to sex, age, education, caste and SES of leaders 
are given as below. 


10.3. Sex Preference 


Tables 84(A) reveal the ratio of males and females opted 
for village leadership by different educational groups. The 
analysis has been carried out separately for each choice. 


The Table 84 reveal that there are two persons (2.73 per 
cent) having education upto Junior High School, who have 
opted for females as village leader at the first choice, whereas 
in Intermediate and higher educated groups, non have given 
first choice for females. At the second choice, higher educated 
group has more number of respondents to opt for females as 
village leaders than lower educated groups. At third choice 
Intermediate educated group has largest number of respondents 
(і.е., 8.95 per cent) to opt for females for the village leadership 
in comparison to none from higher educated group and 4.41 
per cent from lower educated group. The fractions of res- 
pondents at first, second and third choice favouring women 
village leaders is 1.08 per cent, 3.93 per cent and 5.14 per cent 


respectively. 


10.4. Аве Group Preference 


The correlation between levels of education of respondents 
and age of leaders preferred are shown with the help of Tables 


85 in three choices. 


The study of Tables 85 reveal that there is significant 
difference among different educated groups with regard 
to age of leaders preferred at first choice only. The 
difference is significant at .01 level of significance as the Х? 
value is 27.51. The higher educated group have preferred a 
leader having age below 50 years more than low educated 
group. There is no significant difference at second and third 
choices among different educational groups. 


After first choice most of the respondents (72.72 per cent) 
belonging to lower education group have favoured the age of 
leaders more than 50 years, {whereas most of the respondents. 
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(65.21 per cent) belonging to intermediate education group have 
favoured the age group of leaders 31—50 years. Among the 
higher education group equal number of respondents (42.85 
per cent each) have favoured the 31—50 years age group and 
above 50 years of age for leadership at first choice. 


Most of the respondents in all the three choices have pre- 
ferred the age group of 31 to 50 years for the village leader- 
ship. The percentage of respondents favouring this age group 
in first, second and third choices is 57.60 per cent, 63.48 per 
cent and 56.57 per cent respectively. The next higher fraction 
in all the choices favour above 50 years of age for village 
leadership. The lowest fraction of respondents in all the three 
choices favour the age group below 30 years. 


10.5. Educational Preference 


The correlation between the educational levels of respon- 
dents and leaders preferred is shown with the help of the 
Table 86. 


The Table 86 reveals that there is significant difference 
between the educational level of respondents and the level of 
education of leaders preferred. At first choice most of the 
respondents (69.65 per cent) having education upto Junior High 
School have preferred a leader having education upto Junior 
High School whereas majority of the respondents (44.77 per 
cent) having High School and Intermediate education have 
preferred a leader having education upto High School or 
Intermediate and majority of the Graduates and Post- 
Graduates (38.09 per cent) have favoured a leader having 
education upto Graduation and post-graduation. The correla- 
tion seems to be perfectly positive. Тһе X? value in first choice 
for village leadership is 33.73 which is highly significant at .01 
level of significance. 


In the second choice the trend is the same except one devia- 
tion, that is, majority of High School and Intermediate 
educated group (53.84 per cent) have favoured a leader having 
education only upto Junior High School instead of having 
education upto High School and Intermediate as earlier. Here 
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also the X? value of 28.07 is highly significant at .01 level of 
significance. 


In the third choice there are two deviations from the first 
choice. There are: 


(i) majority of High School and Intermediate educated 
group (46.87 per cent) have favoured a leader having 
education upto Junior High School; 


(ii) majority of higher educated group (42.10 per cent) have 
also favoured a leader having education upto only 
Junior High School. 


Although X? value of 14.7 is significant at .01 level of 
significance. 


It is clear from the above analysis that higher educated 
group favour high educated for village leadership and low 
educated group favour low educated persons for leadership at 
first choice. At second choice, low educated and Intermediate 
educated have given their preference for low educated leaders. 
At third choice all the three educated groups (і.е., educated 
upto Junior High School, High School and Intermediate educat- 
ed and higher educated) have shown their preference for low 
educated leaders. It means there is definite inclination with 
the choices towards low educated leaders. 


10.6. Caste Preference 


The correlation between the educational level of the 
respondents and caste of leader preferred for village leadership 
is shown with the help of Tables 87. 


Table 87 reveals that in all the three choices majority 

of respondents (64.44 per cent, 17 per cent and 55.81 

рег cent) have favoured Brahmin leaders. The next higher 

fraction of respondents favour leaders belonging to castes other 

than Brahmins and Scheduled Castes. The least fraction have 

supported Scheduled Caste persons for village leadership. 

Brahmins are favoured high by all educational categories in all 

the three choices. The differences among educational groups 
lie in the choice of Harijan leaders and leaders belonging to 
castes other than Harijans and Brahmins (і.е., Thakurs mostly). 
The higher educated groups has favoured Thakurs more than 
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low educated group. The X? value of 23.07, 24.91 and 10.61 
for the first, second and third choices respectively reveal signi- 
ficant difference among different educational groups with 
regard to caste of preferred village leaders. The higher edu- 
cated group least favour the Scheduled Caste members for 


village leadership. 


10.7. Socio-Economic Status Preferred 


The correlation between the educational level of the res- 
pondents and the SES of the leaders preferred for village 
leadership are shown with the help of Tables 28. 


Table 88 reveals that there is significant difference among 
different educated groups in all three choices regarding 
the SES of the leaders preferred for village leadership. The xX? 
values in the three choices are 10.84, 7.83 and 7.35 respectively. 
Majority of the respondents have favoured those for village 
leadership who are having middle class SES. The highest 
fraction who favour high SES leaders belong to higher educated 
group in first choice, intermediate educated group in second 
and third choice. The ranking of educational groups favouring 
leader having high SES is as below. 


TABLE 89 


Educational Groups Favouring Leaders Having High SES 
И ан А ИВ И ЕН SS 


Сһоїсе 
Educational Choice I Choice 11 Choice ПІ 
Groups Rank Rank Rank 
з. Higher Educated 1 2 2 
2. High School and 
Intermediate 2 1 1 


з. Group Educated 
upto Junior High 
School 3 


ee 
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10.8. Traditional Leadership 


Here the question put before respondents was whether they 
favour a leader having ancestral leadership. The responses are 
analysed in Table 90. 


Table 90 show that there is significant difference among 
different educational groups regarding the importance attached 
to traditional village leadership. More educated individuals. 
have least favoured the importance and traditionality in village 
leadership in comparison to lower educated groups. The higher’ 
the educational level of the respondents the less is the impor- 
tance attached to traditional village leaders. Х? value is 24.86, 
which is significant at .01 level of significance. 


1.9. Voting Pattern 


The conciousness among different education groups regard- 
ing voting behaviour was assessed, which aimed at highlightings 
the role played by education in decision making process. 


The analysis reveals that there is significant difference: 
among different educated groups regarding the decision making 
process. The higher the educational level the higher is the- 
self-decision and the lower the level of education the more they 
are depeadents on other. 


11. Education and Life Style 


Life style means an individual’s typical way of living, his. 
attitude and his expression in a consistent manner throughout 
his existence. But here the meaning of life style has been 
limited to their habits and the use of leisure-time. The analysis- 
has been attempted on the basis of educational level of respon- 
dents. 


11.1. Habits 


Analysis of different habits with regard to educational 
levels of respondents is given in Table 92. 


Table 92 reveals that the pattern of rankings to each habit 
does not reveal any difference between Junior High School edu- 
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cated and High School and Intermediate educated groups. 
Thereis slight difference among higher educated and Junior 
High School educated group. With the increase in educational 
level, there has been steady decline in ‘Worshipping God daily’, 
‘taking vegetarian meal only’ and ‘gambling’. Increased educa- 
tion upto High School and Intermediate show increase in these 
habits but reaching to higher educational level again it shows 

decline. The X? values calculated foreach of the habits 


are as below : 


TABLE 93 
Education and Habits—X? Values 


Habit X? Values 
Worship God daily 8.47* 
Take vegetarian diet only 1.06 
Smoke 4.07 
Drink 5.61 
Gamble 3.61 


*Significant at .05 level of significance 


This X? chart shows that there is significant difference in 
habit of worship among different educational groups at .05 
level of significance. With regard to other habits, no signifi- 
cant difference was observed. 


Leisure-Time Availability 


Here an attempt has been made to find out the leisure time 
available to each educational group. The analysis has been 
carried at .05 level of significance. This Table shows that 
there is significant difference among the different educated 
groups regarding leisure time availability. The maximum 
number of respondents (78.12 per cent) who have leisure time 
belong to higher education group. The lower the level of 
education the lesser percentage of respondents have leisure 
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time available. 58.88 per cent educated upto Junior High School 
and 77.17 per cent educated upto High School and Intermediate 
reveal that they have some leisure time per day. 


Leisure Time Use 


Respondents were asked in which way they utilise their 
leisure time? The responses for each educational group аге 
categorised in Table 95. This shows that High School and 
Intermediate educated group and Higher educated group are 
more similar in leisure time activities followed by Junior High 
School educated group and High School and Intermediated 
education group. The Junior High School educated group and 
higher educated group show the lowest correlation among all 
the three combinations. All the three values of correlation 
show significant association among different educational groups 
regarding leisure time activities. High School and Intermediate 
educated and higher educated group have the value of г=.82 
(significant at .01 level), Junior High School educated and High 
School and Intermediate educated group have the value of 
г--.65 (significant at .01 level), Junior High School and higher 
educated group have the value of r=.47 (significant at .05 
level). 


Table 95 shows that there are some respondents in higher 
education groups who have given their leisure time activities as 
writing poem, accordingly, there are some middle and below 
educated respondents who have given their leisure time activi- 
ties as gambling. sitting in shops and eating/drinking. Some res- 
pondents of higher education group have given their leisure time 
activity as music. The percentage of respondents is higher in 
higher educational group who use their leisure time in public 
meetings making contacts and thinking over the problem of 
unemployment. The percentage of respondents increases with 
increase in educational level who spend their leisure time in 
studying and reading books, magazines and novels. The highest 
fraction of respondents among all the educational categories 
who use their leisure time in recreation, playing, exercise, walk- 
ing and roaming, gossip, chit-chat, gardening belong to High 
School and Intermediate education group. The highest fraction 
among all education groups who use leisure time in home 
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work and agriculture belong to Junior High School education 
group. The above analysis regarding life style of different 
education groups reveals that there is no significant difference 
among different educational groups regarding the habit of 
smoking, drinking and gambling. 


There is significant difference regarding ‘Worship God daily’ 
among different education groups. The Х° value is 8.47 which 
is significant at .02 level of significance. There is no significant 
difference among different education groups regarding taking 
non-vegetarian food. There is significant difference regarding 
leisure time availability among different education groups and 
there is close association with regard to leisure time use among 
all the three educational groups. 


12. Needs 


Under this section, it has been tried to see whether there 
exists any difference with regard to needs—biological, psycho- 
logical and self-actualising among respondents of different 
educational groups. Responses received from the respondents 
are categorised according to Moslow’s need hierarchy, which 
is as below: 


Moslow’s Need Hierarchy 
1. Psychological needs. 
2. Safety needs. 
3. Love and Belongingness needs. 
4, Self-esteem needs. 
5. Self-actualisation needs. 


A list of needs arranged on the basis of Moslow’s need 
hierarchy were put before the respondents. The preference 
shown by respondents of different educational levels for different 
needs are arranged and analysed in Table 96. This shows that 
there is significant difference among different educational 
groups regarding need hierarchy. Physiological needs represent 
highest in lower educated group and lowest in higher educated 
group. The need of self-actualisation is represented highest in 
higher cducation group and lowest in lower educated group. 
Safety and self-esteem needs are represented most by High Shool 
and Intermediate education group. 
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Summary, Conclusions апа 
Suggestions 


SUMMARY 


In the introductory Chapter of the present study the 
problem has been defined as ‘A Study of the Effect of Education 
Upon Socio-Psychological Pattern of Rural Life in Kumaun 
Region’. An attempt has been made in this direction in the 
preceding Chapters. 


The major hypothesis of the present study has been that 
‘statistically no significant difference among different educational 
groups will be found in respect of different socio-psychological 
characteristics of rural life’. 


Sample area consist of Kumaon region. In all 6 villages 
were selected in the initial stage. In the second stage, the 
sample of educated and uneducated population was selected by 
a method of stratified random sampling. In all, a sample of 
251 was selected which consist of different educational groups. 
Sample also included 34 females from different villages having 
differing educational background. The number of scheduled 
castes in the sample was 50. 


Data was collected with the help of structured-interview 
schedule. The statistics applied in analysing the data were 
X2, cross tabular-analysis, percentage analysis and rank-order- 
corelation. 
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The results of the study reveal change in many areas of 
social life—i.., institution of marriage, catse, leadership, etc. 
But there are some social psychological characteristics of rural 
life where education is not much effective, i.e., family living and 
religion, etc. The results arrived at with the help of this study 
afford little apportunity to generalisation. These findings only 
point towards the direction, the rural society in advancing as a 
result of exposure to Education. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The Family 


Education is not a significant factor in contributing change 
from joint family living to nuclear one or vice-versa, However, 
the greater affinity is shown by higher educated group to adhere 
to joint family norms. The reasons for joint family preference 
are—love and affection, social reputation, economic security 
and less responsibility. Only 20.1 per cent respondents 
favoured nuclear family, because of the reasons of more 
freedom, good child-care and less economic problems in it. 
Similarly, family has been viewed as a joint responsibility of 
wife and husband. Some of the old norms of the behaviour of 
wife have been found to fade out. 


Regarding the need of family planning, there is no signifi- 
cant difference among different educated groups. However, the 
Percentage of the respondents favouring Family Planning in- 
creases with increase of education. Majority of respondents 
(85.6 per cent) are in favour of Family Planning. They favour 
Family Planning because children can receive good education, 
remains healthy and family becomes prosperous. Those few 
(16.33 per cent) who do not favour Family Planning observed 
that it is against nature’s law against religion and is an im- 
moral act. 


The Marriage 


There is significant difference among different educated 
groups regarding necessity of marriage rituals. The higher the 
level of education the lesser the necessity shown to observe: 
these rituals. 
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The difference between the choice of different educational 
groups with regard to marriage settlement is highly significant. 
Majority of respondents are in favour that marriage should be 
settled with the desire of parents after taking consent from the 
boy and girl. They are not in favour to view marriage as an 
independent affair of boy and girl only. 


With the increase in educational status the respondents 
favouring the necessity of horoscope matching for marriage 
is decreasing, which means higher educated are less bothered 
about horoscope matching as a necessity for marriage than low 


educated groups. 


With regard to dowry most of the persons (93.3 per cent) 
having higher education disfavour it. With the increasing 
educational level, there is decreasing necessity felt for dowry. 
The difference is significant at .01 level of significance. On 
principle, most of the respondents have disfavoured dowry 
system and this disfavour increased with increased education. 
But in practice the trend to condemn the dowry is not deep. It 
has been found that there is no significant difference among 
different educational groups regarding dowry-practice. 


Most of the respondents (79.2 per cent) felt that acquain- 
tance of boy and girl before marriage is necessary, irrespective 


of their educational backgrounds. 


Most of the respondents (61.84 per cent) favour 16 to 24 
years as marriage age for girls. The higher educated respondents 
have favoured this 16 to 20 years age group more than low 
educated groups. Next higher fractions favour an age of 20 to 
24 years followed by below 16 years and above 24 years 
respectively. There is significant difference among different 
educated groups regarding favourable age of girls at marriage. 


This shows that age of girls at marriage has gone up with rise 
ficant difference revealed 


of education. But there is no signi i 
by the different educational groups for the marriage age of 
boys. Although there is an inclination to adhere to higher age 


by higher educated groups. 


Regarding the difference in age of ћозђапдрапа wife, majo- 
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rity of respondents (55.24 percent) have favoured 3-6 years 
difference in their age. 


The important considerations in order of preference in the 
selection of bride and bridegroom are Kul and Кһапдап, caste, 
education. Job, beauty, age, socio-economic status and charac- 
ter. Іп selection of bride one more important consideration is 
her skill with household duties. 


With regerd to above consideration, differences among diffe- 
rent educational groups are significant with reference to caste 
and socio-economic status only. 


The important considerations revealed in the selection 
of bridegroom in order of priority are his character, Kul 
and Khandan, education, caste, age, job, health, SES and 
beauty. 

The most undesirable qualities in wife are her being immoral, 
characterless, bad natured, disloyal, unchaste, disobedient, cross 
and quarrelsome. The most undesirable qualities in husband 
are his being a drunkand, gambler, characterless, smoker, 
illiterate, vagabond and jobless. 


Not to make up, not to take non-vegetarian diet, not to put 
on colourful cloths and not to re-marry are the restrictions for 
widows. With regard to necessity of these restrictions there 
is significant difference among different educated groups. The 
тоге educated are more in disfavour of these restrictions. 
Regarding re-marriage higher educated group approves 
of re-marriage for widows whereas lower educated group 
does not reveal such liberal views. There is significant diffe- 
rence among different educated groups with терага to widow 
re-marriage. 


There is significant difference among different educational 
groups regarding intercaste marriage. The more educated 
show readiness to get married in other caste, if found suitable. 
Regarding the righteousness of government’s encouragement to 
intercaste marriage, there is no significant difference among diffe- 
rent educated groups. Majority of the respondents (53 per cent) 
feel it alright. 


س 
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Scheduled Castes and Reservation Policy 


There is significant difference among different educated 
groups regarding reservation policy for Scheduled Castes. The 
more educated feel that reservation should not continue whereas 
majority of lower educated feel that it should. Those who 
favour the continuation of reservation policy do so because—it 
will promote equality, it will promote social justice and nation 
will be strongest. Those who have disfavoured continuation of 
reservation policy did so because the share of others will be 
reduced, it will bring social revolution and it will increase 
struggle between groups. 


With regard to entry of Harijans in Savarna’s temples, 
there is no significant difference observed among different edu- 
cational groups. However, higher educated group tend to be 
more liberal for entry of Harijans into the temples than lower 
educated groups. 


With regard to taking meals with Harijans, there is a 
significant difference among different educated groups. Majority 
of higher educated persons approve of it, as compared to lower 
educated groups. 


Religion 


Majority of respondents (53 рег cent) show faith in 
Ramayana and Mahabharata. There is no significant difference 
among different educational groups. But higher educated group 
to be having less faith in these religious epics. 


Regarding the necessity of all religious festivals, there is 
significant difference among different educational groups. 
Higher educated groups do not feel it as necessary as compared 
to lower educated groups. There is significant difference among 
different educational groups regarding observance of rules of 
worship, rules related to entry in the temple and obeying the 
rules of ancestral worship. The higher educated do not show 
conformity with these rules as compared to lower educated 
groups. With regard to rules related to meals, there is no 
significant difference among different educational groups. 
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Regarding the elements essential of religion, highér and 
intermediate educated group rank ‘love for all living being’ 
at first place, junior High School group rank “God worship’ 
at fiirst place. Regarding the necessity of purification cere- 
mony (Janeoo) for boys, it has been observed that there is no 
significant difference among different educational groups. Most 
of the respondents, irrespective of cducational status, feel that 
it is necessary. 


There is no significant difference among the different educa- 
tional groups regarding the beliefs about Bhoot, Prait (evil- 
spirits). However, higher educated group tend to be having 
less faith in these evil-spirits. 


Regarding faith on 84 lakh incarnations, there is significant 
difference among different educated groups. There is also signi- 
ficant difference among different educational groups regarding 
faith on Swarga-Naraka. The higher educated groups believe 
least and tower educated group the most. 


Status of Women 


Most of the respondents (64.8 per cent) reveal’ that status of 
women in society is equal to men. Only 31.6 per cent feel that 
they are below men and 3.6 per cent reveal they are above men. 
The X? value show that there is significant difference among 
different educational groups regarding position of women in 
society. Higher educated persons put women equal to men more 
than lower educated groups. 


Regarding economic freedom to women, there is no signifi- 
cant difference among different education groups. However, 
it is interesting to note that higher educated persons do not 
allow women to do any job whereas lower educated have shown 
liberal views for them to any job they wish. The jobs favoured 
for women are household jobs, teaching, knitting, spinning, 
agriculture, industries, handicraft, doctor, nursing, сіп] work, 
etc. Technical jobs and executive jobs are far behind. However, 
higher educated group preferred teaching job for women above 
all. Regarding the right of parental property to women, 
there has been observed a significant difference among the 
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different educational groups. Higher education group is 
more in fovour of granting rights of parental property to 
women. 


There exists significant difference among different educated 
groups regarding the level of education needed for girls. Most 
of the higher educated respondents favour higher education 
for them, intermediate educated respondents favour ап едиса- 
tion upto intermediate and primary and junior High School 
educated favour an education upto primary and junior High 
School for them. 


With regard to co-education for their children, there is 
significant difference among different educational groups. 
Higher educated favour co-education more than the lower 
educated respondents. 


The main duty of women as revealed by intermediate and 
higher educated group is ‘to be a good mother and a housewife’. 
The next fraction favour the main duty of women ‘to be skilled 
in household jobs’. Тһе lowest fraction, comprising mostly of 
lower educated respondents supports the duty of women as 
‘to achieve highest position’. With regard to freedom to adopt 
modern style of living, the respondents have ranked the 
modern customs in order of approval as lipstick, short hair, 
putting on shirt and pant, smoking and drinking. 


Morality Pattern 


There is no significant difference among different educational 
groups regarding obedience to parents. But there exists signi- 
ficant difference regarding the question of sexual morality. The 
higher educated group is more in disagreement with sexual 
segregation and restrictions. Respondents of all the groups 
maintain equally that one should not give bribe under any 
circumstances. Regarding ‘honesty as the best policy’ respon- 
dents conform to the above notion equally and there exists no 
significance difference. The same observation are made regard- 
ing the ‘truth always wins’ and ‘moral character’ is ladder to 


progress. 
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Social Participation and Alienation 


Higher educated group have constantly higher percentage 
on social participation under each item except the item on 
Bhajan-Kirtan, where low educated group has shown highest 
percentage of participation. There is no significant association 
for the social participation items between groups educated 
upto junior High School and Intermediate and between groups 
educated upto Junior High School and post-graduation. But the 


association is significant between intermediate educated group 
and higher educated group. 


The significant differences are revealed among different 
educated groups with regard to ‘relevance of education’ and 
‘meaninglessness of life’. With reference to relevance of educa- 
tion majority of higher educated feel its relevance to life less 
whereas very few in lower education group feel so. But in case 
of meaninglessness of life, majority of lower educated feel that 
life is meaningless as compared to higher educated group. On 
other aspects of alienation (progress only possible through im- 
moral ways, deception is prevalent, feel stranger, feel lonely), 
there exist no significant difference among different educational 
groups. 


Village Leadership 


Regarding righteousness about the judgements made by 
village panchayats there exist no significant difference among 
different educated groups. But there is more opposition shown 
to village panchayat’s judgements from higher educated group 
than lower educated groups. 


With regard to choice for village leadership, 2.73 per cent 
lower educated have opted for female leadership in comparison 
to none from higher educated groups. This shows that the 
higher the level of education the lower is the favour to women 
for village leadership. 


The age for village leadership is favoured by most of the 
respondents in between 3! years to 50 years. However, lower 
educated have favoured higher age group (50 years above) in 
comparison to higher educated groups. 
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There is significant difference between the educational level 
of respondents and the level of education of leaders preferred in 
all the three choices. The higher the level of the education of 
the respondents the more they have preferred village leaders 
having higher education. 


With reference to caste preference for village leadership, 
‘Brahmins are favoured most by all educational categories, 
The higher education group favour the Scheduled Caste mem- 
bers for viliage leadership the least and the lower education 
group the most. 


There is significant difference among different education 
groups regarding the SES of the leaders, preferred for village 
leadership. The highest fraction which prefer leaders having 
high SES belong to higher educated group. 


There is significant difference among different educational 
groups regarding the importance of traditional village leader- 
ship. Higher educated individuals have least favoured the 
importance of traditionality in village leadership in comparison 
to lower educated groups. The higher the level of education 
of respondents the less is the importance attached to traditional 
village leadership. With regard to decision making to whom 
vote for, it bas been found that there is significant difference 
among different educational groups. The higher the level of 
education the higher the rate of self-decision and the lower the 
level of education the more dependence upon the judgemeut has 
been shown. 


Friendship Pattern 


There is close association between the level of education of 
respondents and their friends. Higher educated have mostly 
friends having higher education and lower educated have mostly 
friends having lower education. 


With regard to occupation of friends and level of education 
of respondents, it is found that with the increase in level of 
education, the friendship has been shifted from those having an 
agricultural occupation to persons having an occupation of 
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teaching and clerical/government jobs. Most of the lower 
educated respondents show friendship with agriculturist 
followed by clerks and rural artisan and workers. The 
maximum difference occured due to education was found bst- 
ween middle and higher educated groups followed by middle 
and intermediate educated groups and intermediate and higher 
education group. 

There also exists significant difference among different edu- 
cated groups regarding the age group of friends preferred. Most 
of the higher educated and lower educated have preferred age 
group of 26—45 years, as their friends, wherers high school 
and intermediate educated respondents have preferred lower age 
group, i.e., 25 years and below. The highest fraction favouring 
higher age group, i.e., 45 years belong to low education group 
(educated upto junior High School). 


Although there is no significant difference among different 
educational groups regarding smoking habit even the percentage 
of respondents who smoke is highest in lower educated group 
and lowest in higher educated group. It means smoking habit 
is reduced with increased education. 


With regard to drinking habit the higher educated persons 
have shown disapproval for drinking but high school and 
intermediate educated have approved it. Statistically there 
exists no significant difference among different groups. The same 
observations are made with regard to gambling habits. 


There is significant difference occured with regard to habit of 
worshipping God daily. The less educated show high priority 
to God worship daily than higher educated groups. 

There is no significant difference with reference to food 
habits of different educated groups. Although there is slight 
inclination to be non-vegetarian with increased education. 


Liesure-Time Use 


There is significant difference with regard to leisure time 
availability. The higher the level of education the higher the 
liesure-time available to them, and the lower the level of 
education of respondents the less the leisure-time available to 


them. 
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The use of leisure-time vary according to their educational 
level. The lower educated use their leisure-time іп home 
work and work related to agriculture. The high school and 
intermediate educated group use their leisure time mainly in 
recreation, games and exercise, whereas higher education 
group has manifested their leisure-time use in reading and 
recreation. 


Needs 


There is significant difference among different education 
groups regarding need hierarchy. Physiological needs are mani- 
fested highest by lower educated groups and lowest in higher 
educuated group. The needs of self-actualisation is highest 
among higher education group and minimum in lower educa- 
tion group. Safety and self esteem needs are menifested highest 
by high school and intermediate education group. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDIES 


1. Тһе present study has not been able to cover the entire 
field in psychological aspects and И studies covering 
some of the rest of the aspects in this area are conduct- 
ed in this geographical region and also in wider context 
of geographical sphere, that will help in depicting the 
vivid picture related to this theme. The areas where 
studies may be conducted are : 


(а) Patterns of child rearing practice and effect of 
education upon the achievement. 


(5) Patterns of migration and educational expansion. 

(c) The utility of general v/s technical education with 
reference to this geographical region. 

(d) Comparative study of status of women. 

2. Some longitudinal studies may also be carried out to 
highlight the role of education on the socio-psychologi- 
cal pattern of rural life. 

3. Тһе orientation of general education to specialised edu- 
cation keeping in view the specific demands of society. 
Regional planning must depend upon the needs of the 
people and their preparation at school. 
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Appendix 


DESCRIPTION OF VILLAGES UNDER STUDY 


1. Village Salari 

This village is situated in Bheemtal Block in the district of 
Nainital. The location of the village is 7 k.m. from Bheemtal 
оп the way to Kathgodam. The village is 1 k.m. away from 
motor road. The distance of district headquarter Nainital is 
nearly 28 k.m. from the village. The total population of the 
village is 650, represented by 100 families. The Gram Sabha 
of Salari consists of three village settings : (i) The Salari village, 
(її) the Bohrakun, and (iii) the Harinagar. Тһе Salari is а uni- 
caste village consisting of Brahmins only. Bohrakun is nearer 
Bus road and is also unicaste and is inhabitated by Thakurs, and 
the Harinagar by Harijans. There are 30 Harijan families with 
a population of 155 individuals. The village has primary school, 
two veterinary hospitals and two dairies. Primary school is 
situated in between the Brahmin and Harijan settlement. 
Middle school and Intermediate college are 7 k.m. away from 
the village. Facilities of drinking water and electricity are avai- 
lable. Most of the land is under irrigated cultivation. The 
major share of water for irrigation seems to be utilised by 
Brahmins. Harijans are sore on it that water for land irrigation 
is not given to them. There is a tussel between the two parties 
over this matter. The investigator has been informed by 
many of the Harijan youths about this short of descrimi- 
nation. Оп the other hand, Brahmins justify of giving due 
share to them. Нагіјапѕ seem to be conscious of their rights 
and effort of government for their betterment. Majority of 
Brahmin youth are serving in army, clerical and other profes- 
sional jobs. Most of girls also go to schools. In Harijan 
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settlement, boys receiving education very fastly but education 
of girls is still not at par with other caste groups. 


2. Village Majhera f 


The second village Majhera of the district of Nainital, was 
choosen from Betalghat Block. This village comprised of 137 
famiiies, with a population of 973 individuals. This is situated 
one kilometer away from main motor head, Garampani, on the 
Kathgodam-Ranikhet road. The viilage is having high percen- 
tage of literacy. Girls are equally educated. Many persons, 
belonging to this village, possess high ranks in civil services, 
defence services and other allied fields. This village consists of 
75 Brahmin families and 55 Harijan families. Only 7 families 
belong to other than Brahmins and Harijan castes. The basic 
water facilities in the village are not satisfactory. But village 
is electrified. There is a primary school in the village, a 
government high school and an agricultural intermediate college 
nearby. There are various government offices and co-operatives 
here. Seeds and fertitizer godown is there in Garam pani 
which is in fact, a shoping centre for villages nearby including 
the sample village. The district headquarter Nainital is nearly 
25 kms. from this village. 


3. Village Sufakote 


Village Sufakote which is located in Takula Block, district 
Almora, on the way to Kaushani from Almora. Total families. 
living in the village are 105. The number of Harijan families. 
living in the village are 35. Rest 70 families are of Brahmins. 
There are no other caste families residing in the village. Village 
is electrified with sufficient water facilities for drinking as well 
as for irrigation. Most of the land under village cultivation is 
irrigated. There is a primary school between the village settle- 
ments of Harijan and Brahmins. High school is one kilometer 
away from the roadside. Intermediate colleges are—one 5 
kilometer far and the other 6 kilometer far, where children 
use to go for intermediate education after completing high 
schooling. Sanitation facilities are normal as elsewhere which 
cannot be said adequate. Main hospital and other co-operatives. 
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and market are 6 kilometers far at Someshwar. Motor road is 
nearly at a distance of one kilometer. The district headquarter 
Almora is nearly 30 kms. from the village. 


4. Village Palauria 


Another village Palauria in district Almora was chosen in 
Hawalbag Block. This village (Palauria) is § kilometers south of 
the village Sufakote and 2 kilometers away from road head. 
This village also falls ог the way to Kausani from Almora. It 
has 182 families with a population of 1,181. The ratio of Brah- 
тіп and Harijan families living in the village is nearly 3: 1, i.e., 
123 and 44 respectively. Families other than Brahmins and 
Harijans are only 15. The main shoping centre is Manan where 
one hospital, one Government high school and other co-opera- 
tive institutions are functioning. The basic facilities in = village 
are normally same as in village Sufakote. 


Two villages have been chosen from the district Pithoragarh. 
These are Ganai Gangoliin Gangolihat Block and Paton in 
Lohaghat. 


5. Village Ganoi Gangoli 


This village Ganai Gangoli is nearly 70 kilometers far from 
the district headquarter Pithoragarh and also at equal distance 
from district headquarter Almora. This is situated on the road 
side of the road passing through Almora—Sheraghat—Berinag. 
This leads to Towaghat and then to Mansarovar. Village has 
one primary school, one girls middle schoo! and an intermediate 
college. Water facilities are very poor. Electrification is yet to 
be achieved. There are two hospitals one Alopathic and the 
other Ayurvedic. Vetrinary hospital is also located in the village. 
Co-operatives are functioning. A branch of State Bank is also 
established. The total population is 550 with a strength of 80 
families. This include 45 families of Brahmins and 30 families of 
Harijans. Families other than Brahmins and Harijans are only 5. 


6. Village Patan 


Patan village in Lohaghat Block is nearly 60 kilometers 
away from district headquarter on the roadside of the road 
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leading to Tanakpur. Village has a population of 1400 indivi- 
duals having 135 families. Harijan families are 90 and Brahmins 
families are only 25. Families other than Brahmins and Harijans 
are 20. There is a degree college near the village, one govern- 
ment intermediate college, one politechnique, one government 
hospital and one vetrinary hospital. The village is electrified 
with proper drinking water facilities. There isa tourist banga- 
low near the village and also а sub-divisional bench of Magis- 
trate’s office is established. 
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